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ALL  SAINTS? 
 

The very first day of November is the Feast of All Saints…which sets me thinking about how very often 
in our daily conversations we refer to a particular person being 'a real Saint'. Perhaps it's because that 
person exhibits enormous patience with an awkward relative or neighbour, or because they carry on in 
tough situations without complaining, or because they are the kind of person we know we can turn to 
when we need to talk to someone. 
 
Qualities like that are often referred to as 'virtues'… Christian tradition, following St. Paul, lists the three 
great virtues of faith, hope and charity alongside the virtues of prudence, temperance, fortitude and 
justice. That list of seven virtues contrasts very strongly with the 'Seven Deadly Sins', which I am 
certainly not going to list here! 
 
Again, in Christian tradition, being recognised as a saint is to do with seeing the work of God's love and 
grace at work in someone's life. Basically, a saint is someone whose life has been touched by God's love, 
and this is the vocation of all Christian people, not just for some élite. Bishop Tom Wright put it 
beautifully in these words: 
 
    'Blessedness is what happens when the Creator God is at work both in someone's life and through 
    that person's life.' 
 
Recently I took the funeral of an elderly lady who had been a 
colleague, as a Reader, in my first parish in Leicester. Un-self-
consciously she radiated God's love and my tribute to her was that 
whenever I had visited her, I came away feeling better! Let Bishop 
Tom Wright have the last word: 
          
    'Love is the language they speak in God's world, and we are 
    summoned to learn it against the day when God's world and our 
    world will be brought together. It is the music they make in  
    God's courts and we are invited to learn it and practise it in  
    advance. Love is not a duty, even our highest duty. It is our  
    destiny.'    
 
Canon Chris Oxley 
 
(Both quotations from Tom Wright are taken from his wonderful 
book: 'Virtue Reborn'…available to be borrowed from me…just 
ask!) 

The Five Parishes News 
 

Serving the villages of Catthorpe, Misterton/Walcote, Shawell, 
Stanford-on-Avon, and Swinford 

The copy deadline for the December issue is Thursday 13th November 
Please send news items, by the copy date, to: news@avonswift.org.uk 

 

Copies of the current and previous newsletters are also available to view online at: www.avonswift.org.uk 

What’s On - November 

1st All Saint Gift Day Swinford 

1st Chequers Fireworks 

4th Swinford Parish Council 

5th Mothers’ Union 

11th Friendly Three lunch 

13th Swinford Skirts and WI 

15th Christmas Child Shoebox 
collection 

21st, 
22nd 

SODS 

25th Advent Wreath Lunch 1 

28th, 
29th 

SODS 

29th Pub Evening Walcote Village 
Hall 
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SHAWELL  POORS PLOTS 

  
This small charity exists for the benefit of people of state 
pensionable age that are resident in the parish of Shawell, 
providing help towards winter fuel bills. 
  
If you wish to receive a grant, and you are currently of 
state pensionable age or will be by the 30th November 
2014, please contact John Kelly, Hill Farm, Shawell, tel: 
01788 860294.  
 
There is no need to make contact if you have received a 
grant in previous years. 
  
John Kelly 
Trustee 
01788 860294 
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SWINFORD MOTHERS' UNION 
 
As Jenny was poorly, our meeting on 1st October was 
switched at the last minute from 16 to 14 Chapel Fields. 
Everyone expressed their best wishes for Jenny and she 
was sorely missed from our gathering.  
 
We were quite a small band of ladies, but made up for the 
lack of numbers with much enthusiastic light-hearted chat 
and even a few jokes.  Susan and Beth told us about up-
coming events and we discussed our Christmas meal venue 
and the Cathedral Carol Service.  Where has the year 
gone?! They say when time seems to pass so quickly it is a 
sign of growing older, well perhaps I shouldn't really com-
ment as it does and I am.  
 
We moved to the Dining Room to peruse the Bring and 
Buy and to collect refreshments and all ended up sitting 
around the dining table drinking tea, eating biscuits and 
enjoying the delightful chocolate and stem ginger cookies 
baked by Susan Woollard.   
 
Our next meeting is for Tea and Chat at 16 Chapel Fields 
on 5th November at 2.30 p.m.  If you would like to join us 
please just come along we are very friendly and would 
make you most welcome. 
 
Linda O'Reardon 
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SWINFORD SKIRTS 
 
Skirts had an excellent night in September at the lovely 
Curve Theatre at Leicester. We were treated to a screen 
showing of the classic film ' Dirty Dancing'. There was a 
fancy dress competition on the stage beforehand. During 
the film there was audience participation as requested. A 
drink in a trendy wine bar followed. A very enjoyable 
night. Thank you Emma Drake.  
 
On October 8th the Skirts went to the Cotesbach Educa-
tional Trust. On arrival we were treated to a tour of the gar-
den by the resident gardener. Here we saw all the different 
varieties of fruit and vegetables that were grown in the 
fabulous walled garden. Next was a demonstration on the 
cucumber juicing process. At this point we were treated to 
delicious Mojitos - made with cucumber juice of course! A 
delicious home cooked meal followed along with home-
made damson wine. Many thanks to Sophy Newton and 
daughter Guinny and their team for a lovely evening. 
 
On Thursday 13th November Skirts have kindly been in-
vited to join Swinford WI at the village hall for a wine 
Tasting evening. Please could you let me know if you are 
interested in coming and then we can let the WI know 
numbers for refreshments. Hope you can join us.  
 
PS Skirts Christmas Party is on Friday 19th December at 

Catthorpe Manor. Four course festive menu entertainment 
is an ABBA Tribute Band. Tickets are £28 each. Partners 
are allowed to join us! 
 
Julie Morris 
07765 148335 

 
CHRISTMAS CHILD  SHOEBOX APPEAL 

  
Shoeboxes filled with gifts are given to needy children 
around the world, regardless of their background or reli-
gious beliefs. It’s an unconditional gift of love. 
 
This year I have printed boxes which do not need cover-
ing ; they are available together with leaflets and stickers 
from South Kilworth church and school and from me (I am 
happy to deliver). 
 
Filled boxes will be accepted into South Kilworth church 
on or before Saturday 15th. November, 9am to 12 noon.  
 
As ever, thank you for your generosity. 
 
Jacky Harrison  
01858 575257 
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MISTERTON HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 
This year the St Leonard's Harvest Thanksgiving saw a 
new venture and the revival of an old tradition  - but with a 
difference.  
 
The Harvest Service was at 4.00pm in the church and the 
Harvest Supper was at 6.00pm in Walcote Memorial Hall. 
This is the first time the supper has been in the Memorial 
Hall but it is a revival of an old tradition of having the sup-
per in the village hall. 
  
The theme for each event was twofold - thanksgiving for 
all of our many blessings and the need to share those bless-
ings with those who are not so fortunate.  
  
The auction of produce after the supper - conducted by 
John Kelly in his usual no nonsense style - resulted in the 
raising of £523.53 to be given to famine relief. The do-
nated tinned produce is to be given to the Lutterworth 
Food bank. 
  
The success of these events was made possible by gener-
ous donations of time, food, produce for auction, and 
money by all those who came to the events and all those 
who worked tirelessly in their preparation. You all know 
who you are - thank you and well done! 
  
By special request there is a particular thank you to all 
those who made the scrumptious desserts!  
  
Keith Wilding    
 

SWINFORD HARVEST SUPPER 
 
Very many thanks to all those who helped to make the 
Swinford Harvest Supper such a success -  we raised 
£1075.50p ! Thank you to those who provided the deserts 
and sponsored items such as eggs, hall hire, drinks licence, 
salad items and cold slaw. And not forgetting all the wash-
ers up, the auctioneer and general helpers. Many, many 
thanks! 
 
Dee Hodgkin 
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Avon-Swift Group Services 
Saturday 1st November                        Eve of All Souls’ Day 
3.00 pm       Catthorpe                         with our Latvian Lutheran friends, remembering the departed       
4.00 pm       Peatling Parva                 service for All Souls’ Day, remembering those who have died  
 

Sunday 2nd November                         All Saints’ Sunday (White)                     
                                                             Rev. 7: 9-end;  1 John 3: 1-3; Matt. 5: 1-12 
8.30 am       North Kilworth                Holy Communion (BCP)                                Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am       Kimcote                           Holy Communion (CW)                                 The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am       Stanford on Avon   Holy Communion (CW)                                           Canon Chris Oxley 
10.30 am     Misterton                         Holy Communion (CW)                                 Canon Brian Davis 
11.00 am     Gilmorton                        Family Service                                               Canon Chris Oxley 
11.15 am     Catthorpe                         Holy Communion (CW)                                 The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
4.00 pm       Peatling Parva                 Songs of Praise                                               The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
6.00 pm       Swinford                          Holy Communion                                           Canon Chris Oxley 
 

Wednesday 5th November                                
9.00 am       South Kilworth                Simple half-hour Holy Communion Order One  
 

Sunday 9th November                          Remembrance Sunday (Red) 
                                                             Readings t.b.a 
10.30 am     Misterton                         Service of Remembrance                                Canon Brian Davis 
                    Followed by service in Walcote Memorial Hall at 11.30 am                   
10.30 am     Peatling Parva                 Service of Remembrance                                The Rev’d Emma Davies 
                    with Kimcote                   at Peatling Parva 
10.55 am     South Kilworth                Family Remembrance Service                       Beth Rogers 
11.00 am     Swinford                          Service of Remembrance for all ages             Canon Chris Oxley 
4.00 pm       Ashby Magna                  Service of Remembrance                                The Rev’d Emma Davies 
                    with Gilmorton                at Ashby Magna 
5.45 pm       North Kilworth                Service of Remembrance                                Canon Chris Oxley 
                    starts at War Memorial 
 

Wednesday 12th November                              
9.00 am       South Kilworth                Simple half-hour Holy Communion Order One  
 

Sunday 16th November                        2nd Sunday before Advent (Red) 
                                                             Zeph. 1: 7, 12-end;  1 Thess. 5: 1-11;  Matt. 25: 14-30 
8.30 am       Gilmorton                        Holy Communion (CW)                                 The Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am       North Kilworth                Holy Communion (CW)                                 Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am       Ashby Magna                  All-Age Service                                              The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.45 am       South  Kilworth               Holy Communion (BCP)                                The Rev’d Paula Oxley 
10.30 am     Shawell                            Holy Communion (CW)                                 The Rev’d Pip Clements 
11.00 am     Peatling Parva                 Holy Communion (BCP)                                The Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.15 am     Catthorpe                         All-age worship                                              Canon Chris Oxley 
6.00 pm       Swinford                          Evensong                                                        Canon Chris Oxley 
 

Wednesday 19th November                  Hilda of Whitby      
9.00 am       South Kilworth                Simple half-hour Holy Communion Order One  
 

Sunday 23rd November                        The Feast of Christ the King (Red) 
                                                             Ezek. 34: 11-16, 20-24;  Eph. 1: 15-23;  Matt. 25: 31-end 
10.30 am     Kimcote                           Avon Swift Group Service                             The Ministry Team 
                                                             Holy Communion (CW)      Collection point for Lutterworth Foodbank 
With our guest preacher: The Rev’d Barry Hill, Mission Enabler in the diocesan Mission and Ministry Team. 
3.00 pm       Misterton                         All Age Service and Baptism                         Canon Brian Davis 
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Tuesday 25th November    
2.45 pm       North Kilworth                Holy Communion (CW)                                 The Rev’d Emma Davies 
 

Wednesday 26th November                              
9.00 am       South Kilworth                Simple half-hour Holy Communion Order One  
 

Friday 28th November 
9.15 am       North Kilworth                North Kilworth School Church Service, all welcome 
 

Sunday 30th November                        The First Sunday of Advent  (Purple)   
                                                             [Year B cycle of readings begins] 
                                                             Isaiah 64: 1-9;  1 Cor. 1: 3-9;   Mark 13: 24-end 
9.30 am       North Kilworth                Holy Communion (CW)                                 Canon Chris Oxley 
                    (jointly with South Kilworth) 
10.30 am     Kimcote                           Holy Communion (CW)                                 The Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.00 am     Ashby Magna                  Holy Communion (BCP)                                The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
4.00 pm       Gilmorton                        Advent Service to end the Crib Festival        The Rev’d Emma Davies 
6.00 pm       Swinford                          Hymns and Readings for Advent                   Canon Chris Oxley 

 
From the Parish Registers  

 

Funerals - we say farewell and commit to Almighty God: 
 

Esme Willis aged 87                                                 Swinford                                               17th October 
 

Confirmation—The following candidates were confirmed by Bishop Christopher at St. Mary's Church, 
Ashby Magna on 28th September: 

 

Kirsty Abraham (Ashby Magna)                                                  Luke Bourne (South Kilworth) 
Angela Hill (Peatling Parva)                                                         Rebekah Jeffery Cooper (Misterton) 
 
 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer (1662) - traditional 
language 

CW = Common Worship (2000) - contemporary 
language 

 
Evening Prayer - Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & 

Fridays -  5pm at Gilmorton Church 
 

All enquiries regarding Church matters should be 
directed to:- 

The Revd Canon Chris Oxley, The Rectory,  
Kilworth Road, Swinford.  

Tel: 01788 860445; email oxleycr@btopenworld.com   
The Revd Emma Davies, The Vicarage, 5 Church Lane, 

Gilmorton.  
Tel:  01455 556573; emma.davies1@sky.com 

The Revd Jane Kennedy, 17 Cromwell Close, Walcote. 
Tel:  01455 554065; jane@kennedy47.orangehome.co.uk  

 
For Misterton and Shawell: 

The Revd Canon Brian Davis, Tel: 01858 431843;  
email Revbdavis@aol.com  
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MANOR FARM SHOP 
 
Christmas Open Evening at Manor Farm 
Come and join us for an evening of festivities on Friday 
5th December (5-8pm). There will be lots of goodies to 
sample including pork pies, beers, wines, mince pies, treats 
and lots more. We will also have our order forms available 
for ordering your vegetables, turkeys, cakes & puddings. 
Put it in your diary! 
 
Pottery Painting 
Paint & Glaze pottery painting will be in the tearoom on 
Saturday 6th December (2-4pm), with lots of blank pottery 
items ready to paint & personalise. They make perfect 
Christmas gifts....and Emma can also take hand and foot-
prints of your little ones too. No need to book - just turn 
up. (Also at the farm shop on Thursday 11th December 
10.30-12.30). 
 
Everything you need for Christmas! 
We will have everything you need for a traditional Christ-
mas. From the Christmas tree to the turkey, the sprouts to 
the stocking fillers. Come and take a look...we are open 7 
days a week. 
 
Caroline England 
Manor Farm Shop 
01788 869002 

WHAT COULD YOGA DO FOR YOU? 
 
You've probably heard the benefits of Yoga that are being 
promoted by health care professionals and stress experts. 
Scientific evidence backs up what Yogis have known for 
centuries; the practice of deep breathing and structured 
stretching, of giving yourself time to focus inward and re-
lax your mind and body, has many positive effects – just a 
few include:- 
· Lowering heart rate and blood pressure. 
· Improving circulation, balance and co-ordination. 
· Promoting feelings of well-being and inner peace. 
· Increasing joint mobility. 
            
Swinford based teacher, Debs de Vries, is running three 
classes in North Kilworth, at the village hall. Spaces are 
available for the rest of the term, that is, up to the last week 
of November. 
 
Monday 7:00 pm Beginners and Intermediates –  
90 minutes £5 
Wednesday 4:30 'Stretch and Tone' Beginners and those 
who prefer a shorter class – 1 hour. £5 
Wednesday 7:00 pm Beginners and Intermediates – 90 
minutes £5. 
 
If there is enough interest in a Swinford based class, Debs 
is free to teach on Tuesday evenings – and is also available 
for one-to-one instruction, or small groups at home or of-
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fice. Do drop her a text or an email to put your hand up! 
Come and chill and join the growing band of Yogic fans. 
You don't need to be able to stand on your head, or chant, 
just  bring a mat, blanket and layers of easy-to-wear sports 
clothing. 
 
Debsdevries@gmail.com 
07748 595565 

 
CURATE ALISON TO JOIN AVON SWIFT MINISTRY TEAM! 

 
It is my pleasure to announce the exciting news that Alison 
Iliffe will be joining the Avon Swift Team next year as full-
time curate. This is a training post which will last between 
3 and 4 years and during this time Alison will live with her 
husband Terry and their grown-up boys in the Rectory in 
North Kilworth. Alison is currently in the last year of her 
pre-ordination training at The Queen’s Foundation in Bir-
mingham and she will begin working with us after she is 
ordained Deacon at the end of June 2015. As her training 
incumbent, I will be working closely with my colleagues 
in the team to ensure that she receives appropriate training 
to allow her to flourish first as Deacon and then as Priest 
among us. I know that all of our church members will play 
a vital part in this process too and we hope you will dis-
cover the great joy and encouragement which is to be 
found in helping someone to fulfil their vocation.  
 

Alison is a licensed Reader and she brings much experi-
ence along with significant personal gifts and skills from 
her work in her home parish of Kibworth. She and Terry 
are also keen bell-ringers and have already rung many of 
the bells in this benefice! Chris, Jane and I are confident 
she will be an excellent asset to our ministry team and we 
are very much looking forward to working alongside her as 
she continues her journey into ordained ministry. You will 
have an early opportunity to meet Alison and Terry soon – 
they are planning to attend the Group Service at Kimcote 
on Sunday 23rd November. Whether you can be there or 
not, please pray for Alison and her family over these next 
months as she approaches ordination. 
 
Rev’d Emma Davies 

 
FRIENDLY THREE 

 
The Friendly Three enjoyed a meal at Kilworth Springs 
Golf Club on Tuesday 14th October. We remembered 
Esme who recently passed away. She will be missed from 
our little group. 
 
The November meal will be at the Royal Oak, Bitteswell 
on the 11th. All welcome. 
 
Mary Hall 
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NEWS FROM SWINFORD SCHOOL 
 
We have had a fabulous end to the first half of the Autumn 
term, when our whole school took part in a Viking Day. All 
of the children enjoyed dressing up as Vikings – they all 
looked amazing and the staff made a pretty good effort 
too! The children have certainly made the most of the 
many activities and visits they have participated in during 
these weeks and we have received many compliments 
about the children’s enthusiasm and exemplary behav-
iour – they really are a fantastic group to work with. 
 
Congratulations to our netball team for a very organised 
and determined display in the High-Fives tournament at 
Leicester High School. Our team finished joint 3rd overall 
with 2 big wins and 3 narrow defeats (all by just a single 
point). Our footballers have had a rollercoaster start to the 
season with their win at Dunton Bassett being followed by 
a defeat against Gilmorton. We have already arranged a 
number of netball and football fixtures for after the half-
term break and we have also entered the Sainsbury’s 
Games table-tennis and indoor athletics competitions (for 
years 5 and 6) and the LASA football tournaments (for 
years 3, 4, 5 and 6).  
 
A reminder that if you have children who will be turning 5 
between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 2016, please 
get in touch with us. If we have not heard from you di-

rectly, we will not be able to send you our application 
forms and information. You will also need to contact 
Leicestershire County Council to apply for a place at our 
school by mid-January 2015. And if you would like to 
come and visit us, we would love to meet you and show 
you our school. 
 
Edy O’Connor (Head Teacher) 
Tel: 01788 860404 
Email: admin@swinford.leics.sch.uk 
Website: www.swinford.leics.sch.uk 
 

SWINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Swinford Parish Council met on Tuesday 7th October. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan -  More information is needed before 
a decision is made on this matter 
Councillor H Underhill is to contact HDC to clarify several 
points. 
 
Web Site - Parish Council Minutes and Meeting Agendas 
are now published on the Swinford page of the Leicester-
shire Villages Website (www.leicestershirevillages.com). 
 
Local Green Space - An application for the Play Area and 
the Glebe Land behind has been put forward in its entirety 
as a designated Green Space. This decision may well be 
contested by the land owner. To await the decision of the 
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Planning Inspector. If this is rejected to try and get the 
space designated as a Community Asset. 
 
Planning 
Single storey extension - The Old Manor North Street 
Replacement of 5 windows north facade Park Farm Stan-
ford Road 
Both were supported. 
 
Payments. 
E-On  £60.20  £88.91 
Clerk's salary and expenses £307.75 
Lamley Bros  £96.00 
Andrew Granger (Playground Rent) £200.00 
 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 4th November Swinford 
Village Hall 7.30pm 
 
Jan Throop 
Parish Clerk    
janthroopspc@hotmail.com 
 

SWINFORD WEDNESDAY CLUB 
 
Everyone continues to be most industrious but the work 
doesn't interfere with the general conversation.  We discuss 
the past and the changes made over the years to the village; 
we discuss wide-ranging topics from the news; more per-
sonal things including family; aspirations and achieve-
ments, holidays and days out; things on the T.V.; the tech-
nological changes over our life time and the skills of our 
young people who have, in some instances, to teach us!!  
The list is endless but one thing is for certain we never run 
out of things to say or discuss. Communication is such a 
wonderful thing, especially when it is between a group of 
such different ages. It is sometimes really enlightening to 
see things from someone else's perspective. One subject 
which was discussed at some length was the possibility of 
changing some of the wind farm area into a solar panel 
farm.  What impact would this have on Swinford?  
 
The ladies have decided amongst ourselves that we shall 
try to make something to honour the fallen of Swinford 
and to have this ready for Armistice Day, 11th November. 
Mary Shervington has volunteered to obtain the names of 
the personnel. 
 
We meet in the small hall to the rear of the Village Hall 
every Wednesday morning from 9.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
Why not come along.  Bring something to make or repair, 
or just bring along yourself for a morning of convivial chat 
over tea and biscuits. 
 
Linda O'Reardon 
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