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EVERYTHING CHANGES… 
 

Recently, I took my mother to the village where she grew up – Long Bennington in Lincolnshire. We went to see 
the house she’d lived in. It was then my grandfather’s newsagents shop.  
 

Then a young woman, with a child in her arms, came out and said ‘Can I help you?’ I explained and she asked us 
in, delighted to hear all about the history of the house and the people who had lived there. She showed us round, 
pointing out the changes they’d made since they moved in, and hearing about other changes made since my 
mother’s day.   
 

While we were there, a man who was installing an alarm system came in to tell her that they’d discovered a 
hidden room that wasn’t on the plans. My mother couldn’t remember it. It was exciting to conjecture what this 
new addition to the house had been, and what it might become now.  
 

Since the visit, my mother has written a history of their time there and made a plan of the house as it was – 
including the spring water wells, earth closet, and the cockroaches! She hunted out photos and sent the 
information to the latest residents, much to their delight.  
 

She had recognised much of the house, but there had naturally been many changes over the years. She and I have 
talked a lot about how things were, and about change. Sometimes we are relieved to see things alter - especially 
the additional plumbing! Sometimes we are saddened – my mother regretted the loss of a beautiful inbuilt 
cupboard with a curved door in their living room.  
 

It’s the same when change occurs in the life of the church. When something has been a delight to us for years, it is 
saddening to see it change.  
 

But as my wise mother pointed out, it is dangerous to dwell on that sadness and not see the possibilities of the 
new.  The curved doors of my mother’s remembered cupboard have gone, but the shaped space they covered is 
now a feature of the new family’s living room. It is not gone, just 
adapted to new usage. The hidden room had been lost for decades, now 
it is found and will be restored and part of the house again.  
 

We have hidden rooms in our church life that are not on our plans.  
They may well be on God’s plans though. Some need restoring and 
putting back into their original use, some need completely changing. 
We must not be afraid of accepting changes, or of adapting to them.  
 

My mother’s joy was to see a new young family where she had been so 
happy. The joy of prayerfully revisiting our faith and church life is to 
see new people sharing the joy of our Gospel - the beginning of the 
future. In considering changes, we are looking to see where God is at 
work in us and our world today – our duty and our joy.  
 

Jane Kennedy 
Associate Priest 

The Five Parishes News 
 

Serving the villages of Catthorpe, Misterton/Walcote, Shawell, 
Stanford-on-Avon, and Swinford 

The copy deadline for the June issue is Thursday 15h May 
Please send news items, by the copy date, to: news@avonswift.org.uk 

 

Copies of the current and previous newsletters are also available to view online at: www.avonswift.org.uk 

What’s On - May 
2nd-
4th 

Walcote Beer Festival 

6th Swinford Parish Council AGM, 
Annual and regular Meetings 

8th Swinford WI 

13th Swinford 2000 AGM 

13th Swinford Village Hall AGM 

14th Mothers’ Union 

17th Swinford School May Fete  
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MANOR FARM SHOP NEWS 
 

English Wine Week – Tasting Day at Manor Farm! 
Join us at the Manor Farm Shop on Saturday 24th May 
(11am – 4pm) to sample a delicious range of English 
wines as part of English Wine Week. There will be wine 
from Welland Valley (Market Harborough), Beacon Val-
ley (Birmingham), Lyme Bay (Devon) and many more. 
There will also be a selection of cheese & accompani-
ments to try too. 
 

Free Children’s Arts & Crafts Workshops 
Don’t forget about our free children’s arts & crafts 
workshops that are held in the Wheel Room every 
Thursday 10.30-12.30. With different activities each 
week, the little ones will love it (and it’s a good excuse 
to have a piece of cake too!) 
 

Caroline England 
Manor Farm Shop 
01788 869002 

 
SWINFORD WI 

 

Our last meeting was held on 10th April. During the 
business part of the meeting it was announced that the 
2014 Resolution 'Organ Donations' would be covered by 
Mary McCulloch at a later meeting. The WI magazine 
Woman's World can be ordered at a special price of 

£1.00 - please let Mary know if you would like a copy. 
WI members were invited to tour the National Federa-
tion (NFWI) Head Quarters in London. The Rose Bowl 
Quiz team for 19th May was finalised. A WI Bulb Cata-
logue was distributed - orders to be placed with Mary. A 
Certificate has been received from NFWI to commemo-
rate Swinford WI reaching our 90 year Anniversary. The 
90th Birthday Party will be at our AGM in December 
and arrangements are under way to make this a true 
celebration. Another date for your diary is 30th Septem-
ber when the Group Meeting will be held at Thedding-
worth. 
 

It was decided that the Garden Visit scheduled for 
Thursday 12th June would be to 'The Stables' at Brunt-
ingthorpe. This is opened under the NGS scheme and 
Hazel Gardiner agreed to co-ordinate the visit and ar-
range for refreshments. 
 

We didn't know what to expect of our Speaker this 
month as Wendy Martin was to talk about Milk, Muck 
and Magnificent Mangoes. What a revelation this turned 
out to be! Wendy was a Head Teacher at a Fleckney 
school when there was a talk / presentation by the char-
ity 'Send a Cow' and she happened to mention that she 
was retiring. She was approached to give some of her 
time to the charity and it is now part of her life. The 
charity was started to support the genocide survivors of 
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firstly Kenya and Uganda, and later Ethiopia and 
Rwanda. In essence the scheme seemed crazy, sending 
cows to Africa, but with the European beef and butter 
mountains caused by the Common Agriculture Policy 
there were too many cows and a chance remark grew 
into reality. Twenty five pregnant Freisian / Holstein 
cows accompanied by two vets were sent. The reception 
sites had to be carefully prepared, the local community 
had to choose the recipients and a large covered pen to 
house one cow was built. The scheme is called a 
'Revolving Fund' and nothing is wasted. 
 

Each cow is considered as one of the family and is 
looked after very carefully. Napier grass is grown to 
feed the cow and water provided. Each owner has a 
small patch of land on which to grow vegetables etc. 
The concrete floor of the cow pen has a channel to col-
lect the urine which is added to wood ash and chillies, 
and is used as a pesticide spray for the crops.  A good 
reason to Always Wash Your Vegetables! The cow pro-
vides milk to drink and manure to improve the plot. 
Eventually the cow gives birth to a calf. Heifer calves 
are artificially inseminated and bull calves are either fat-
tened up for meat or a few will be used for breeding. 
The local people decide on the next recipients who are 
either widows, disabled or a child led family - all as a 
result of genocide. This usually takes place at a commu-
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nal gathering, where there is much singing and dancing. 
In the beginning the scheme was overseen by members 
of the charity but as matters progress the owner of one 
cow will teach the recipient of the next, and so the 
scheme expands. Vets from the charity are always avail-
able to assist. Over time the 'Send a Cow' charity has 
expanded with goats, chickens, bees, sheep and pigs be-
ing sent, taking religious matters into consideration. As 
the land improves, the 'Send a Cow' team work with the 
owners to make Key Hole gardens which allow many 
crops/vegetables to be grown in a tiny space. As the lot 
of the people improves, bricks are provided to build 
houses. Gradually with proper food and income, fami-
lies are able to have a much better life and send their 
children to school.  
 

The next meeting is on 8th May when the hostesses will 
be Linda O'Reardon and Pam Short and the speaker will 
be Tim Thornton on Antique and Collectable Jewellery.  
The meeting starts at 7.30 pm and we hope to see you 
there. 
 

Linda O'Reardon 
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SWINFORD VILLAGE  HALL  AGM 
 

All residents of Swinford are invited to attend the An-
nual General Meeting of the Swinford Village Hall 
Committee on Tuesday 13th May 2014 at 7.30pm in the 
village hall.  
 

Come and hear how the village hall is run and if you 
have any suggestions for any improvements, then come 
along and let us know. We welcome all comments and 
new members to the committee too! 
  
Swinford V H Committee 
 

SWINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Swinford Parish Council met on Tuesday 1st April. 
 

Playground -  Still nothing resolved. 
 

Water supply to Cemetery - Skanska unwilling to fi-
nance this project. Parish Council to proceed with origi-
nal idea at a cost of approximately £285. 
 

Service socket on Village Green - Western Power to pro-
vide a quote. 
 

Potholes in Rugby Road - Now mended. Other potholes 
reported in Lilbourne Lane, Lutterworth Road and 
Shawell Road. 
 

Blocked drains Stanford Road - Camera has been put 
down drain - awaiting report. 
 

Electricity Pole The Retreat Stanford Road - Awaiting 
quote from E-On. 
 

Planning: 14/00183/LBC Demolition and rebuilding 
boundary wall The Retreat Stanford Road - Supported 
14/00056/FUL Erection single storey rear extension The 
Byre High Street - Refused by HDC 
 

Payments. 
E-On  £54.37 and £88.91 
Clerks salary and expenses  £267.67 
LRALC £192.51 
HDC £35.80 
 

The next meeting is The Annual General Meeting and 
The Annual Parish Meeting 
Tuesday May 6th at 7.00pm 
Followed by The Parish Council Meeting 
 

Jan Throop 
Parish Clerk 
janthroopspc@hotmail.com 
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Avon-Swift Group Services 
Sunday 4th May                               3rd Sunday of Easter   (White) 
                                                        Acts 2; 14a, 36-41;  1 Peter 1: 17-23;  Luke 24: 13-35  
8.30 am      North Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                                    Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (CW)                                     Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am      Stanford on Avon         Holy Communion (CW)                                     Canon Chris Oxley 
10.30 am    Misterton                      Holy Communion (CW)                                     Canon Brian Davis 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Family Service                                                     Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.15 am    Catthorpe                      Holy Communion (CW)                                     Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Holy Communion (CW)                                     Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Wednesday 7th May                
9.00 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion for the benefice 
            
Sunday 11th May                             4th Sunday of Easter  (White) 
                                                        Acts 2: 42-end; 1 Peter 2: 19-end; John 10: 1-10 
8.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (BCP)                                    Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               Holy Communion (CW)                                     Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am      Swinford                       All-age worship                                                   Canon Chris Oxley 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Family Service                                                     Beth Rogers 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                                     Rev’d Emma Davies 
4.00 pm     Misterton                      All-age worship                                                   Canon Brian Davis 
 
Wednesday 14th May       
9.00 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion for the benefice 
 
Sunday 18th May                             5th Sunday of Easter   (White)         
                                                        Acts 7: 55-end;  1 Peter 2: 2-10;  John 14: 1-10 
8.30 am      Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                                     Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      North Kilworth             All-age Holy Communion (CW)                        Rev’d Emma Davies 
                                                        With admission of baptised to Communion       Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               All-age Worship                                                  Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Matins (BCP)                                                       Canon John Randall 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                                    Rev’d Paula Oxley 
11.00 am    Peatling Parva              Holy Communion (BCP)                                    Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.15 am    Catthorpe                      All-age worship                                                   Canon Chris Oxley 
4.00 pm     Shawell                         Songs of Praise                                                    Canon Brian Davis 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Evensong                                                             Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Wednesday 21st May                        
9.00  am     South Kilworth             Holy Communion for the benefice 
 
Sunday 25th May                             6th Sunday of Easter    (White)        
                                                        Acts 17: 22-31;  1 Peter 3: 13-end; John 14: 15-21 
10.30 am    Shawell                         Avon Swift Group Service                                 Rev’d Emma Davies 
                                                        Holy Communion (CW)                                     Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
 
Wednesday 28th May    
9.00 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion for the benefice 
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Thursday 29th May                         The  Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 
 
9.30 am       North Kilworth             Holy Eucharist (CW)                                          Canon Chris Oxley 
7.30 pm      St. Peter’s Whetstone   Deanery Eucharist                                              Rev’d Chris Allen 
 
 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer (1662) - traditional language 
CW = Common Worship (2000) - contemporary language 

Evening Prayer - Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays -  5pm at Gilmorton Church 
 

All enquiries regarding Church matters should be directed to:- 
The Revd Canon Chris Oxley, The Rectory, Kilworth Road, Swinford.  

Telephone: 01788 860445; email: oxleycr@btopenworld.com  
The Revd Emma Davies, The Vicarage, 5 Church Lane, Gilmorton.  

Telephone:  01455 556573; email: emma.davies1@sky.com 
The Revd Jane Kennedy, 17 Cromwell Close, Walcote. 

Telephone:  01455 554065; email: jane@kennedy47.orangehome.co.uk  
For Misterton and Shawell: 

The Revd Canon Brian Davis, Telephone: 01858 431843; email: Revbdavis@aol.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Parish Registers 
  

  Baptisms - we welcome into God’s family: 
 

Swinford              6th April 
Poppy Elizabeth and Florence May Greenhalgh 
 
 
Funerals—we say farewell and commit to Almighty 

God: 
 

Misterton             25th March  
David Gethin Davies    aged 90 years       
 

 
BISHOPS' LENT APPEAL 

 
The parishes of the Avon Swift benefice, through 

the midweek Lenten Hunger Lunch and Study 
Group at Swinford rectory, have raised £200.00 
for the Bishops' 2014 Lent Appeal to dig a new 

well in Nablus. 
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SODS AGM AND QUIZ NIGHT  
 

SODS is fast approaching its AGM and quiz night - a 
great opportunity to join the fun and get involved with 
this years production. Members new and old most wel-
come! 
 

See you on 6th June at the Chequers marquee. 7.30pm 
for the AGM with a planned 8.30pm kick off for the 
quiz. 
 

Please feel free to call on the number below for more 
details or see our SODS facebook page. 
 

Nina Mold (secretary) 
07914 428895 
 

ST THOMAS CATTHORPE FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 

Sunday 8th June Catthorpe Flower Festival.  
Calling all brownies, cubs, schools , WI groups, craft 
groups, businesses - If you would like to make a flower 
arrangement to advertise your group or business please 
email me asap. We want to fill the church with flowers 
and bring people into the village to also celebrate Open 
farm Sunday at Manor Farm.  
 

R Bowen  
St Thomas Church Secretary  
( bowenteamg@yahoo.co.uk ) 
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M1 JUNCTION 19 IMPROVEMENT SCHEME PROJECT 
UPDATE - MAY 2014 

 

What has happened during the last month: 
•         Site clearance works has started along Shawell 
Lane 
•         Topsoil has been removed alongside the A14 
where heavy aggregate will be laid to form a drainage 
blanket under what will become the approach link road 
and embankment for the new A14 to M1 viaduct. 
•         Work is underway on the construction of a tempo-
rary link road between the M6 northbound on slip and 
Catthorpe Viaduct.  This link road will be used to divert 
M6 southbound traffic away from the construction area 
for the new M6 to M1 viaduct. 
•         Piling and drilling operations have started in the 
central reservation of the M1 to form the foundations of 
the A14 to M1 viaduct. 
•         Work commenced to divert both the BT and 
Western Power services which currently run through the 
junction. 
•         Continued construction of the Rugby Road com-
pound car park and stores yard. 
•         Continued work constructing fencing and envi-
ronmental protection to the local ecology. 
 

What is happening next on site: 

•         Construction of significant stone drains, support-
ing the establishment and stability of the earthworks 
embankments will be installed in advance of embank-
ment construction. 
•         We will be removing an overhead gantry from 
across the M1 northbound carriageway, which will in-
volve closing this section of road overnight. 
•         We will start to build the bridge supports for the 
A14 to M1 viaduct link road. 
•         The construction and project teams will be mov-
ing into the newly constructed offices and compound at 
Rugby Road in early May. 
•         Groundworks will start by stripping top soil on 
the junction approach embankments which will be re-
placed by foundation materials. 
•         We will be constructing a number of service and 
drainage ducts, pipes and culverts under the existing M1 
and through the widened embankments. 
 

Planned road closures: 
•         Shawell Lane will be closed between the 16th 
May and the 18th September 2014 to reconstruct and 
improve the existing road. The closure will be in place 
between the junction with the A5 and the village of Cat-
thorpe. Access for residents and landowners will be 
maintained, while traffic  between Catthorpe and 
Shawell will be diverted via the A5 and Gibbet Lane 
during this period 
 

If you have any questions about the construction work 
as it progresses, please do not hesitate to contact the 
project team. 
 

M1 Junction 19 Improvement Project Team 
The Cube 
199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham  
B1 1RN 
Telephone: 0300 123 5000 
Email: m1junction19@highways.gsi.gov.uk 

CRITERIA  FOR CLAIMS  FROM 
SWINFORD WINDFARM  COMMUNITY  FUND 

 

 Swinford Parish Council Windfarm Sub-Committee 
will decide which claims are successful on basis of 
how closely they meet the following criteria: 
 

1  Community projects that benefit significant num-
bers of residents of all ages. 
 

2  Form must be fully completed giving as much infor-
mation as possible for a fair decision to be made. 
 

3  Projects that can show long term benefits to the 
community. 
 

4  Application can show clear links to the fund priori-
ties as described on the claim form. 
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SWINFORD 2000 UPDATE 
 

Community Bus 
We are pleased to announce that a replacement commu-
nity bus is now in action.  This has been purchased us-
ing S2000 funds and much needed donations from a 
couple of generous sources. 
 

The service can be used for the following:- 
Medical visits 
Family emergencies 
Connection to other public transport 
Sports team events or trips 
Shopping and regular trips 
Local Groups 
Social trips 
Airport runs 
Anything else! 
 

Bookings can be made by contacting Martin Wright on 
07909 985036. Costs for using the bus are £1 per mile. 

A volunteer driver can be provided but for self-drive we 
require a copy of your driving licence. 
 

Notification of AGM 
Tuesday 13th May at 7pm - The Chequers, Swinford 
Everybody welcome! 
 

If you have an opportunity to become involved in Swin-
ford 2000 in supporting the local community please call 
01788 860103 or come along to the AGM. 
 

As always, any thoughts or suggestions you may have 
would be welcome.  If you have any, please contact a 
member of the committee (Martin Wright, Monika Mil-
lington, Brian Priest, Guy Rogerson, Steve Laws, Aaron 
Doyle) or myself.  Alternatively you may wish to send 
an email to Swinford2000@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Tina Briars 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED  
 

to help mow the churchyard at Shawell.  
Anyone willing to join a little team please contact 

Mary Galbraith mary@galbraith.me.uk   
or phone 01788 860035 
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SWINFORD MOTHERS' UNION 
 

We met on 2nd April at 16 Chapel Fields for Tea and 
Chat, where we were joined by Mary Hall's daughter 
Sarah and the twins, Poppy and Florence. It took us 
back to the time when our member's own children 
would come along as babies or toddlers. It was so lovely 
and the whole meeting was lifted in a rejuvenating way 
by seeing the new generation playing at our feet. The 
girls were very well behaved, playing with their toys 
and crawling about. Sarah sat on the floor with them 
and they were fully engaged and interacting with her. A 
joy to see. 
 

As usual Susan Woollard led the meeting and brought us 
up to date with information and events. She distributed 
copies of the Diocese Annual Accounts, the monthly 
Mother's Union magazine and information regarding the 
annual Wave of Prayer for 28th April. Each group has a 
different start time allocated and the idea is that as one 
group finishes another will start, thereby forming a con-
tinuous wave of prayer. 
 

Our next meeting is at 2.30 p.m. on 14th May and again, 
by kind permission of Jenny, is at 16 Chapel Fields, 
when we shall meet for Tea and Chat. Do join us! 
 

Linda O'Reardon 
 

SWINFORD WEDNESDAY CLUB 
 

We meet in the small room at the rear of the Village Hall 
every Wednesday from 9.30 a.m to 11.30 a.m. The for-
mat is very casual and friendly, just a group of ladies (of 
course, gentlemen would be very welcome to come 
along) who meet for the social side of village life, and 
perhaps bring along some sewing or knitting or what-
ever if they so choose. We enjoy each others company 
and catching up with the news of the village and dis-
cussing past and present events. Also we indulge in a 
nice cup of tea or coffee together with some lovely bis-
cuits. We have been swapping gardening tips, discussing 
the lambing season and remarking on the abundance of 
early flowering in the fields, the gardens and the hedge-
rows. Some countries do not have such distinct seasons 
as the UK, we are indeed fortunate and spring is perhaps 
one of the most uplifting.  
 

Why not pop in for a chat - there is always a welcome, 
irrespective of whether you come for the whole time or 
just for an hour or so. Hope to see you next Wednesday. 
 

Linda O'Reardon 
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