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GOOD HUMOUR? GOOD NEWS! 
 
I have a set of pictures of Jesus, from different times and a multitude of different cultures, which I have 
used with people of all ages, in school on Confirmation courses, in worship. One question I often ask 
people to consider is which of the images is surprising to them. Very often people select a line drawing 
called ‘The Laughing Christ’. It shows Jesus, head thrown back, mouth open, laughing heartily, and it 
never fails to bring a smile to those who see it.  We don’t often see pictures of Jesus laughing, hence the 
surprise, but a closer examination of the gospels shows us that Jesus often used humour in his parables 
and dialogue with others, and I imagine he enjoyed a joke or two in the conviviality of table fellowship, 
whether he was eating and drinking with close friends or tax collectors and sinners.  
 
As I write I have just returned from the Leicester Diocese Clergy Conference, which this time took as its 
theme ‘Good News in a Changing World’. As part of the rich diet of talks and seminars on offer I chose 
to attend a session about laughter and the use of humour. In it we looked at the effect that sharing 
laughter has on us and others. It brings people together in shared connection, forming community. It has 
a role to play in healing, making us feel good and diffusing tension. It challenges power and can speak 
profound and prophetic truths which may be hard to hear otherwise. In all these ways and more, laughter 
is a sign of God. When we experience true, good, laughter we experience something of the joy and life 
of God. 
 
I am acutely aware that there will be some reading this who cannot smile or laugh at the moment 
because of grief, illness or anxiety. I hope the image of Christ laughing may nevertheless be a sign of 
hope to you, because above anything, laughter is a reminder of God’s love and delight in each one of us.  
When we cannot laugh, God delighting in us can still cause us to know comfort, hope, healing and the 
assurance of eternal relationship with him. 
 
It is no coincidence that ‘The Laughing Christ’ picture was drawn 
amidst the poor and oppressed communities of Latin America. It is 
amazing to think that the response of a community suffering 
hardship should be a picture of immense joy but the truth of our faith 
is that God is the one who liberates the poor and oppressed, the one 
who will bring joy out of sadness and life out of death for all who 
turn to him. That is Good News indeed.   
 
Rev’d Emma Davies 
 

The Five Parishes News 
 

Serving the villages of Catthorpe, Misterton/Walcote, Shawell, 
Stanford-on-Avon, and Swinford 

The copy deadline for the November issue is Thursday  17th October 
Please send news items, by the copy date, to: news@avonswift.org.uk 

 

Copies of the current and previous newsletters are also available to view online at: www.avonswift.org.uk 

What’s On - October 

1st Swinford Parish Council 

3rd Swinford Skirts 

7th Swinford Harvest Supper 

11th Swinford School Cross 
Country Races 

12th Monte Carlo Casino 
Evening Walcote 

13th Misterton Harvest Festival 
and Supper 



October 2013 

2 

SWINFORD SKIRTS 
 

Swinford Skirts visited the delightful Kilworth 
House Theatre on Thursday 5th September. We 
watched Fascinating Aida. Not sure what exactly 
we were going to see but they were certainly very 
talented and very entertaining! We all laughed so 
much!!  
 

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 3rd 
October at 7:30pm at Velvet, Lutterworth, 
(Monika's shop). We shall discover Monika's eerie 
secret before having a guided ghost/historical talk 
around Lutterworth. At 9pm we shall eat at the 
Vaults at the Greyhound. The cost of the meal is 
£10 and is lasagna, chips and mixed salad followed 
by profiteroles. A vegetarian option is available too. 
Please let either Caroline Deacon or myself know if 
you would like to join us. A donation for Lutter-
worth museum is required on the evening. 
 

The Christmas get together has been booked in the 
Christina Room at the Greyhound for Saturday 21st 
December. There is a four course Christmas meal at 
£16.95 each. We have exclusive use of the room. 
This year we are going to have a seating plan and 
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each table 'runs' its own kitty for drinks to be deliv-
ered up from the bar. Therefore please give either 
Aimi Sewell or myself a £5 deposit per person asap 
and we would be grateful for a post dated cheque 
for December 1st for £11.95 each for the balance of 
the meal. The Community bus, if available, may be 
used for transport. Come and join us!!  
 

Julie Morris 01788 860939  
 

SHAWELL  POORS PLOTS 
  
This small charity exists for the benefit of people of 
state pension age who are resident in the parish of 
Shawell. 
  
If you wish to receive a grant and are currently of 
state pension age or will be by the 30th November 
2013, please contact John Kelly, Hill Farm, 
Shawell, 01788 860294. 
 

There is no need to make contact if you have re-
ceived a grant in previous years. 
 

John Kelly 
Trustee 
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NEWS FROM SWINFORD SCHOOL 
 

Everyone returned to school refreshed and raring to 
go after enjoying what has been one of our best 
summers for a number of years with many dry, 
warm and sunny days! 
 

As we write, everyone is looking forward to our 
whole school trip to the Severn Valley Railway on 
23rd September. The children will experience a ride 
on a steam train and a funicular railway, along with 
a visit to the Engine House and the Visitor Centre. 
 

Already our football and netball teams have been 
practicing hard as the local primary school leagues 
are starting very soon. We hope all of their hard 
work pays off and we improve on last year’s re-
sults. 
 

All of the children are in training for our Annual 
Cross Country Races, which are planned to take 
place on 11th October. This is always a great event 
with the children supporting each other as well as 
being cheered on by their families. We also have a 
number of children who run in the County Cross 
League and we wish them every success for this 

year. 
 

On Friday 27th September we will hold our Har-
vest Assembly in All Saints Church, Swinford 
where collections raised will go towards the Bishop 
of Leicester’s charity, Kiteto. Information can be 
found by using the following link:  
http://www.leicester.anglican.org/diocese-office/
international-links/the-dmk-tanzania-link/ 
 

It is now time for any parents/carers with children 
due to start school next September to formally ap-
ply for a place at primary school (this is the aca-
demic year in which the child turns 5 years old). 
Letters will soon go out to all those parents/carers 
who have previously been in touch. However, if 
you have yet to contact us, please call the school 
office and we will give you details of the applica-
tion process. As ever, if you have pre-school chil-
dren and would like to come and visit us, we would 
love to meet you and show you our school.  
 

Tel: 01788 860404 
Emails: admin@swinford.leics.sch.uk 
Website: www.swinford.leics.sch.uk 
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MISTERTON HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 

St. Leonard’s Church, Misterton  will be holding 
the annual Harvest Thanksgiving Service at 6.00pm 
on  Sunday 13th October, followed by supper and 
auction of produce. 
 

Supper tickets are available at £6 each for adults, 
children free, from Anne Holland  01455 559261 or 
Sylvia Hollyoak 01455 557799. 
 

All welcome, we look forward to seeing you. 
 

Anne Holland 
 

SHAWELL 'S HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
   
A generous donation of wedding flowers helped to 
raise a record £675 for LOROS at the Harvest Fes-
tival service on 1st September. 
 

White roses, lilies and blue delphinium arrange-
ments were given by Rebecca and Mark whose 
wedding took place in Shawell the day before. 
 

After a Ploughman’s Supper and a glass of wine, 
the many gifts of fruit, vegetables  along with jams, 
chutneys and Barbara Coles’ famous cakes were 
auctioned (with his usual wry humour) by John 
Kelly and distributed by the children. 
 

Many thanks to all who participated, gave and 
bought making this a happy and thankful 'Harvest 
Home'. 
 

Swinford Harvest Supper 
 

Monday 7th October 
Swinford Village Hall 

7 for 7.30pm 
 

Tickets from Doreen Morris  
01788 860209 

Adults £10 Junior (under 12) £5. 
 

Doreen would greatly appreciate early indi-
cation of numbers, we can only cater for 80.  

 

Usual selection of gourmet deserts, raffle 
and final auction.  

See you there!  
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Avon-Swift Group Services 
Sunday 6th Oct                                19th Sunday after Trinity  [ Green]   (Suggested Harvest readings:) 
                                                        Deut. 26: 1-11; Phil. 4: 4-9; John 6: 25-35 
8.30 am      North Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am      Stanford on Avon         Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
                                                        For Harvest           
10.30 am    Misterton                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Brian Davis 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Harvest Family Service                            Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.15 am    Catthorpe                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Chris Oxley 
                                                        For Harvest           
6.00 pm     Peatling Parva              Harvest Songs of Praise                            Rev’d Emma Davies 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Evensong for Harvest                               Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Sunday 13th Oct                              20th Sunday after Trinity    [Green]         (Lectionary Proper 23) 
                                                        2 Kings 5: 1-3, 7-15c; 2 Tim. 2: 8-15; Luke 17: 11-19          
8.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Swinford                       All-age worship                                         Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Family Service                                           Beth Rogers 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
6.00 pm     Misterton                      Harvest Festival                                         Canon Brian Davis 
 
Tuesday 15th Oct  
9.30 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
 
Sunday 20th Oct                              21st  Sunday after Trinity   [Green]         (Lectionary Proper 24) 
                                                        Gen. 32: 22-31; 2 Tim. 3: 14 – 4:5; Luke 18: 1-8        
8.30 am      Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am      North Kilworth             All-age Harvest Service                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
                                                        With children from North Kilworth  school 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               All-Age Service                                         Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am      Catthorpe                      Village Service                                          Judith Smith 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon John Randall 
11.00 am    Peatling Parva              Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Emma Davies 
4.00 pm     Shawell                         All-age Holy Communion (CW)              Canon Brian Davis 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Holy Communion                                     Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
 
Sunday 27th  Oct                             Bible Sunday   (readings t.b.a) 
10.30 am    Misterton                      Avon Swift Group Service 
                                                        Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Brian Davis 
Tuesday 29th Oct  
2.45 pm     North Kilworth             Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
 

 
BCP = Book of Common Prayer (1662) – traditional language 

CW = Common Worship (2000) – contemporary language 
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Evening Prayer – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at 5pm at Gilmorton Church 

 
Buggy Service for all pre-school babies and children meets every second Thursday in term-time at 
9.15am at All Saints' Church, Gilmorton.  All welcome! Contact Rev'd Emma Davies for more 
information on 01455 556573. Next few dates: 10th Oct, 31st Oct 
 

All enquiries regarding Church matters should be directed to:- 
The Revd Canon Chris Oxley, The Rectory, Kilworth Road, Swinford.  

Telephone: 01788 860445; email oxleycr@btopenworld.com  
The Revd Emma Davies, The Vicarage, 5 Church Lane, Gilmorton.  

Telephone:  01455 556573; emma.davies1@sky.com 
The Revd Jane Kennedy, 17 Cromwell Close, Walcote. 

Telephone:  01455 554065; jane@kennedy47.orangehome.co.uk  
 

For Misterton and Shawell: 
The Revd Canon Brian Davis, Telephone: 01858 431843; email Revbdavis@aol.com  

 
 

From the Parish Registers 
   

Weddings - we wish every blessing on their marriage to: 
 

Mark Barton Gawne-Cain and Rebekah Louise Evans        31st August                   Shawell 
Paul Houghton and Kerry Aspinwall                                    25th August                   Kimcote 
Adam King and Kirsty Nicol                                                6th September               North Kilworth 
Michael Williams and Georgina Mogg                                 7th September               North Kilworth 

 
Funerals - we say farewell and commit to Almighty God: 

 
Melanie Walters            aged 46  years                                  2nd September              Misterton 
Edith Bosworth            aged  92 years                                  4th September                Catthorpe 
Roy England                aged 78 years                                   20th September             Peatling Parva 
 

Interment of Ashes:   
 
George James Evelyn. Late husband  of Joyce Evelyn        16th August                   Misterton 
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AN UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT 
 

An unfortunate but completely avoidable incident!!  
I was on my way home on Monday 9th September 
after playing Skittles at the Chequers. It was dark 
and I was chatting. I was walking in the centre of 
the pavement in front of the Village Hall when my 
right foot trod on something thick and soft. My 
heart sank. I was wearing high heeled leather 
strappy sandals and I felt the 'ooze' as the offending 
matter went under my foot and between my toes. 
Disgusting!! 
 

I am a dog owner. Bob and I always carry bags and 
should Thomas leave a deposit we always pick it 
up, as should any responsible owner. 
 

When I arrived home, in order not to put my foot 
down, I had to hop to the kitchen sink where I had 
to remove my shoe which had excrement on the sole 
and between all the straps and then, with kitchen 
towel remove the thick offending matter from my 
foot. The smell was dreadful. It took some time to 
clean both my foot and shoe. The smell lingered. I 
had a shower but my shoe still had a faint whiff!  
 

The owner of the of the dog should be thoroughly 
ashamed. Especially so as the 'pile' was on the pave-
ment.  
 

This is becoming a real issue in the village. We have 
more dogs than ever and it is not their fault. If you 
choose to own a dog then you should be prepared to 
care for and clear up after him/her. 
 

Linda O'Reardon 
 

SWINFORD CREAM TEAS 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Cream 
Teas, we raised £254.08. Also many thanks to all 
our helpers. Well done. 
 

Swinford PCC 

Saturday November 2nd 
All Saints Church Swinford 

 
Homemade soup and pudding lunch, with 

warm bread. £5. 12 - 2pm. 
Come along and support us. 
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SHAWELL 'S ANSWER TO CHESIL  BEACH 
   
One week before Rebecca and Mark’s wedding 
day, a very generous 12 tons of gravel were do-
nated and delivered by Lafarge to the back of the 
church. Quite a daunting prospect for the barrowers 
and spreaders! Despite the unusually hot weather 
the churchyard had been mowed and the new 
gravel path was ready for the bride to alight from 
her horse drawn carriage and arrive at the porch for 
the ceremony. Thanks to Lafarge and everyone who 
worked hard to show the churchyard at its best for 
that special day. 
 

Mary Galbraith 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  SHOEBOX  
APPEAL 

    
Will YOU bring happiness to an under-privileged 
child in a war-torn country by filling a shoebox 
with gifts of playthings and toiletries ? 
  
Details of acceptable items and information can be 
obtained from the church and school in South Kil-
worth and from Jacky Harrison 01858 575257. 
  
Boxes will be received into South Kilworth church 
on Saturday 9th November, 9am to 12 noon. 
  
Jacky Harrison 

 
 

SWINFORD WEDNESDAY CLUB 
 

Our morning meetings in the Village Hall continue 
to prosper. Numbers fluctuate each week according 
to commitments but it is a joy when everyone is 
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present. A number of partially completed tapestries 
together with a selection of wools have been do-
nated to us and several of us are 'having a go'.  
 

The past month has been quite eventful. We have 
had a birthday celebration. Wendy Penrice, back 
from Tenerife for a flying visit, came to see us and 
brought us up to date with all her news. She loves it 
and wonders now why she and Brian didn't make 
the move long ago. They seem to have fitted in 
with the locals, are learning Spanish and their busi-
ness venture is going well. Then on 18th September 
we were joined by Lindsay. She had taken a few 
days holiday from work and took the opportunity to 
join us. What a delight!!  She is like a breath of 
fresh air and she brought a delicate white crochet 
blanket to work on which she is making for a 
friend. She also brought along a selection of knit-
ting patterns - animals, dolls and other soft toys - so 
we have plenty of choice now for new projects. 
 

We extend a warm welcome to everyone, so why 
not come along for a tea/coffee and a chat. There is 
no membership commitment, no rules, just a group 
of friendly ladies meeting between 9.30am to 
11.30am on a Wednesday morning in the small 
room at the rear of the Village Hall. We would love 
to see you. 
 

Linda O'Reardon 
 

SWINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Swinford Parish Council met on Tuesday 3rd Sep-
tember.. 
 

Playground: Still waiting to hear from Rupert Har-
rison. 
 

Traffic Calming: Still waiting for the Highways 
Dept to erect a post in Rugby Road. 
 

Potholes in Chapel Fields: these have been reported 
again. 
  
Planning: Mr & Mrs Willars Knoxlee Vause Kil-
worth Road - extension - Supported 
 

Payments: E-On £58.25 and £60.20 
Clerks salary and expenses £212.90 (July) and 
£158.56 (August) 
Lamley Bros £132.00 (June) £132.00 (July) 
CIC Insurance £13.40 
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The next meeting is on Tuesday 1st October 
7.30pm Swinford Village Hall 
 

Jan Throop 
Parish Clerk 
janthroopspc@hotmail.com 
 

MOTHERS' UNION 
 

On the 7th August on a lovely summer's day we en-
joyed an 'outing' to Palmers Garden Centre. Susan 
Woollard had reserved a  table in their spacious 
cafe/tea-room and the staff were very welcoming 
and attentive. 
 

Our small group was joined by Beth and Zoe and 
we all had a very jolly time with much laughter, 
gossip and chat. As everyone was enjoying them-
selves so much the lunch went on for much longer 
that planned, so that only a small number of us ac-
tually managed to have a look around!  
 

The lunch was a great success but we all agreed 
that the choice was somewhat limited and that a 
different venue might offer a wider menu.  
 

Linda O'Reardon 

MANOR FARM SHOP 
 

Don’t forget our FREE arts & crafts workshops 
held every Thursday morning 10.30-12.30 for chil-
dren of all ages. There are different activities each 
week including painting, collages, model making, 
stencils, food printing & lots more. 
 

You are invited to come along to the farm shop on 
Thursday 31st October for lots of creepy Hallow-
een activities. There will be something for children 
of all ages & the event will run between 4-6pm. For 
full details see our Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/Manorfarmshopandtearoom) or give us a call. 
 

The farm shop will be stocked full of lots of Christ-
mas gifts & treats this festive season and we’ll have 
our usual abundance of home grown potatoes, lo-
cally grown vegetables, Christmas trees, free range 
turkeys & lots more. We will be holding an Open 
Evening on Saturday 30th November…so put the 
date in your diary! If you would like a copy of our 
Christmas menu (served on Sundays in December 
& for groups of 12 or more at other times), just 
give us a call on 01788 869002. 
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