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FROM 'HOSANNA' TO 'CRUCIFY' TO 'ALLELUIA !' – A JOURNEY TO SHARE 
 
The approach to Easter is a very special time of year for me. For fifteen years before I trained for 
ministry I used to travel in Holy Week to the smallest cathedral in Britain on a small Scottish island.  I 
took part in a choir which was formed each year especially to lead worship at a series of services 
running up to Easter Day. What we did each year during those days was to enter into the story at the 
heart of our Christian faith - the journey taken by Jesus to death on the cross and beyond death to the 
new, undying life that is resurrection.  
 
During those days we told the story as the first Christians did and as it has been handed down to us. We 
shared bread and wine to mark the intimacy and love of the Last Supper, then watched and prayed a 
while surrounded by flowers and candles as Jesus asked his disciples to do in the garden of Gethsemane.  
We knelt at the foot of the cross in silent contemplation and listened to the account of Jesus' death and 
burial. We paused and waited until it was time to light the Easter fire and to renew our baptism vows in 
the light of the risen Christ.  We entered into the roller-coaster of emotions from the jubilant shouts of 
'Hosanna' at the beginning of the week to the terrifying screams of 'Crucify' and still on through great 
sorrow to the joy of 'Alleluia – Christ is risen'.  
 
Being immersed in telling the story again each year, and particularly in the company of others, I find 
always to be a profound and moving experience. There are lots of services listed in the schedule across 
our churches in the last week of March, but in reality they are all linked together as a whole, each one 
simply forming the next act as the story is told bit by bit.  
 
Jesus gave his life so that our lives may be forever entwined with his eternal life.  It was an act of love – 
love which extends to us all. This year we invite you not simply to come to church on Sunday but to join 
us for the other services and events of Holy Week, to journey 
alongside Jesus and each other and to experience the truth that 
lies at the heart of the Christian faith. 
 
On behalf of us all in the ministry team may I wish you a blessed 
Holy Week and a joyous Easter when it arrives! 
 
Revd Emma Davies 

The Five Parishes News 
 

Serving the villages of Catthorpe, Misterton/Walcote, Shawell, 
Stanford-on-Avon, and Swinford 

The copy deadline for the April issue is Thursday 14th March 
Please send news items, by the copy date, to: news@avonswift.org.uk 

 

Copies of the current and previous newsletters are also available to view online at: www.avonswift.org.uk 

What’s On - March 

3rd Confirmation Preparation 
Course begins 

5th Swinford Parish Council 

7th World Book Day 

7th Swinford Skirts 

9th Swinford church clean up 

15th Red Nose Day 

22nd Swinford School Easter Service 
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SWINFORD SKIRTS 
 
Full report of our cupcake meeting in next month’s 
newsletter! The next meeting for Swinford Skirts 
will take place on Thursday 7th March. It's Long 
Alley Skittles at The Plough at Littlethorpe. An 
evening of skittles and a hot supper.  
There is a choice of locally sourced faggots, mash 
and peas, or sausage, mash and peas. Cost £7.95 to 
be paid in advance of the evening to Aimi Sewell at 
11 Chapel Fields, Swinford. Telephone 01788 
860568. Come along for a friendly game or two!!  
 
Julie Morris  
01788 860939 
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NEWS FROM SWINFORD SCHOOL 
 
The children had a great time when the snow came 
down. It was wonderful to have a decent amount so 
that they could build snowmen and just have a lot 
of fun!  
Continuing with the snow theme, our year 3 and 4 
children enjoyed a day out to the Tamworth 
'SnowDome', linked with their topic of Antarctica.  
They also enjoyed talks from a school governor, 
Yvonne Coulson, who has visited this area and 
could tell them first-hand about her experiences 
whilst she stayed there. 
 
As Pancake Day falls during half term, we held a 
pancake race the week before - much to the 
children's delight.  
Two teachers had to run and toss their pancake on a 
route around the school with children acting as 
marshalls to make sure there was no cheating!!!  
Mrs Dalziel was the overall winner.  
 
As we write we are looking forward to the 
forthcoming events: 
Our year 5 and 6 children have been practising hard 

for a basketball tournament against other local 
primary schools. We hope they play well and enjoy 
the challenge of playing against other teams. 
We are holding a Recycling Workshop when the 
children will learn all about the recycling process, 
culminating in a special assembly. 
On Thursday 7th March everyone will take part in 
'World Book Day'. The children are able to come to 
school dressed as their favourite character from a 
book. 
'Red Nose Day' is on Friday 15th March. Children 
will be able to make a donation to wear red 
(hopefully something other than our uniform!) for 
the day. 
We are also inviting the children to take part in a 
special 'Bake Off' competition. They can choose to 
bake either 12 cup-cakes, 12 brownies or 12 
cookies.  
Two will be needed for tasting by our very special 
guests; 'Mary Berry' and 'Paul Hollywood', with 
prizes for the best in each class, then an overall 
winner.  
The remaining cakes and cookies will be sold off at 
the end of the day in aid of 'Comic Relief'. 
We will be holding our annual School Cross 
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Country races. Already many of the children have 
been attending special training sessions in 
preparation for this whole school event.  
There are different routes for the different age 
groups, with more challenging and longer courses 
for the older children. We hope the weather is kind 
and we have a lot of spectators to cheer them all 
on! 
We end the term with a special Easter Service 
taking place in All Saints Church, Swinford. All are 
welcome to join us on Friday 22nd March at 2pm. 
 
As ever, if you have pre-school children and would 
like to come and visit us, we would love to meet 
you and show you our school. Please call to make 
an appointment. 
 
Edy O'Connor 
Head Teacher 
 
Tel: 01788 860404 
Email: admin@swinford.leics.sch.uk 
Website: www.swinford.leics.sch.uk 
 

SWINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Swinford Parish Council met on Tuesday 5th 
February.  
 
Playground: A meeting is to be held with Rupert 
Harrison of Andrew Granger's, the Chairman of the 
Parish Council and Swinford 2000 to try to help 
resolve this matter. 
 
Community Fund: Vattenfall have still not signed 
the agreement. A launch day is to be held on June 
8th with all the Parishes being involved. 
 

Planning: Mr P Quelch Bourne House Kilworth 
Road - Two storey front extension - Supported. 
 
Traffic Calming: The Chairman had received two 
objections to this but as 70% of villagers asked for 
this in the Parish Plan it was decided to go ahead. 
 
Dog Fouling: This is still an ongoing problem and 
dog owners are reminded that it is an offence to let 
your dog foul the footpaths. 
 
Payments: E-On £60.20 
Clerk's salary and expenses  £211.40 

 
Next meeting Tuesday 5th March 7.30pm Swinford 
Village Hall 
 
Jan Throop 
Parish Clerk 
janthroopspc@hotmail.com 
 

CONFIRMATION  PREPARATION 
 
There will be a Deanery Confirmation Service in  
St Andrew’s Church, North Kilworth on 
Wednesday 8th May at 7.30. It is for members of 
all the Churches in our area. 
 
We will be running a preparation course beginning 
on Sunday 3rd March from 6-7.30. The course is 
designed to lead to Confirmation but you are 
welcome to come even if you are not sure if that is 
where your path is leading you.  
 
To sign up, or to chat about it, please contact: 
The Rev’d Emma Davies: 01455 556573                                                                            
The Rev’d Jane Kennedy:  01455 554065. 
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SWINFORD CHURCH CLEAN UP 
 

On Saturday 9th March , we shall be working hard 
from 10am to clean All Saints Church, Swinford. 
We would love you to come along for an hour or 
two and help—after all, many hands make light 
work. Bring your dusters! 

 
SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  

ALL  WELCOME 
 
Palm Sunday (24 March) at Peatling Parva 
Gather at the Village Hall at 10am to walk with 
donkey and palms as we tell of Jesus entering 
Jerusalem to shouts of ‘Hosanna’.  
The service in church begins at 10.30am when we 
continue the story. 
 
Wednesday of Holy Week (27 March) at South 
Kilworth Church 
2-4pm – Archdeacon David Newman recites the 
Gospel of Mark from memory. 
 
Maundy Thursday (28 March) 
11am Chrism Mass at the Cathedral – join Bishop 
Tim and all the clergy and ministers of the diocese 
for this moving service including the blessing of 
oils, renewal of ordination vows and sharing of 
Communion. 
 
7.30pm at Ashby Magna Church – we tell of the 
Last Supper and of Jesus washing his disciples’ 
feet, then of his arrest in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. You are invited to stay for a short 
while to pray in silence at the end of this 
Communion service. 
 
Good Friday (29 March) 
Kimcote and North Kilworth Churches at 2pm 
Services of readings and meditations on this day 

Would you believe it? 
 

Reflections for Lent 2013 at Swinford Rectory, exploring the Apostles’ Creed. 
Mondays 18 & 25 Feb; 4, 11, 18 March from 1.30 to 2.30 pm 

Following the Hunger Lunch in aid of Kiteto diocese (from 12.15 to 1.30…bread and soup) 
           
          18 Feb:                “…God the Father Almighty…”   
          25 Feb:                “…Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord…” 
          4 March:            “…the Holy Ghost…” 
          11 March:           “…The holy Catholick Church, the Communion of Saints” 
          18 March:          “…The Forgiveness of Sins, the Resurrection of the body,  
                                            And the life everlasting.” 

          You are welcome to the Hunger Lunch and/or to 
                the Lenten reflection…come and go as you can!          

 
More details from Canon Chris Oxley on 01788 860445 or via oxleycr@btopenworld.com 
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Avon-Swift Group Services 
Sunday 3rd March                           The Third Sunday of Lent (Purple)           Isaiah 55.1-9 
                                                                                                                           1 Corinthians 10.1-13 
                                                                                                                           Luke 13.1-9 
8.30 am      North Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
 9.30 am     Stanford on Avon         Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Chris Oxley 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Family Service                                           The Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.15 am    Catthorpe                      Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
4.00 pm     Misterton                      All-Age service                                         Canon Brian Davis 
4.00 pm     Peatling Parva              Songs of Praise                                          The Rev’d Emma Davies 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Sunday 10th March                         The Fourth Sunday of Lent  (Purple)       1 Samuel 1.20-28 
                                                        Mothering Sunday                                    Colossians 3.12-17 
                                                                                                                           John 19.25b-27 
8.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (BCP)                          The Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am      Swinford                       All-age worship                                         Canon Chris Oxley and 
                                                                                                                           The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Family Service                                           Beth Rogers 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Emma Davies 
 
Tuesday 12th March      
9.30 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
 
Sunday 17th March                         The Fifth Sunday of Lent (Purple)            Isaiah 43.16-21 
                                                                                                                           Philippians 3.4b-14 
                                                                                                                           John 12.1-8 
8.30 am      Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am      North Kilworth             Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Matins (BCP)                                             Keith Wilding 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               All-Age Service                                         The Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
10.30 am    Catthorpe                      Village Service                                          Judith Smith 
11.00 am    Peatling Parva              Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon Chris Oxley 
11.15 am    Misterton                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Brian Davis 
11.15 am    Shawell                         Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon John Randall 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Evensong                                                   Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Tuesday 19th March      
2.45 pm     North Kilworth             Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Emma Davies 
 
Sunday 24th March                         Palm Sunday (Red)                                   Readings tbc 
10.30 am    Peatling Parva              Avon Swift Group Service for Palm Sunday  
(procession with donkey begins at 10am at Village Hall)                                Team 
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Wednesday 27th March                               
2-4 pm        South Kilworth 
                   The recitation from memory of the Gospel of St. Mark       The Venerable David Newman 
 
Thursday 28th March                      Maundy Thursday (White)                        Exodus 12.1-4 [5-10] 11-14 
                                                                                                                           1 Corinthians 11.23-26 
                                                                                                                           John 13.1-17, 31b-35 
11 am          Leicester Cathedral      Chrism Mass                                             The Bishop of Leicester 
7.30 pm      Ashby Magna               Holy Communion (CW)                           Team 
                                                         with vigil 
 
Friday 29th March                          Good Friday                                     
12.00 noon Gilmorton                     Children’s service for Easter                    The Rev’d Emma Davies 
2.00 pm      Kimcote                        Service of readings and meditations        The Rev’d Emma Davies 
2.00 pm      North Kilworth and South Kilworth  
                   at North Kilworth         Service of readings and meditations        Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Saturday  30th March                     Holy Saturday/Easter Eve      
8 pm           North Kilworth             Easter Vigil                                               Team 
 
Sunday 31st March                         Easter Day (White/Gold)                          Isaiah 65.17-25 
                                                                                                                           Acts 10.34-43 
                                                                                                                           Luke 24.1-12 
6.30 am       Ashby Magna               Holy Communion by the lake at sunrise (CW) followed by breakfast
                   Holly Farm, Willoughby Rd                                                          Team 
9.00 am       Kimcote                        Holy Communion (BCP)                          The Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am       North Kilworth             Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am       Peatling Parva              Holy Communion (BCP)                          The Rev’d Paula Oxley 
10.00 am     South Kilworth             All-age Communion (CW)                       Canon Chris Oxley 
10.30 am     Gilmorton                     All-age Communion (CW)                       The Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.15 am     Catthorpe                      Holy Communion (CW)                           The Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
11.15 am     Misterton                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Pip Clements                
                   with Shawell at Misterton 
6.00 pm      Swinford                       Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Chris Oxley 

 
BCP = Book of Common Prayer (1662) – traditional language 

CW = Common Worship (2000) – contemporary language 
Morning Prayer – Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays at 9am at Swinford Church 

Evening Prayer – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at 5pm at Gilmorton Church 
 

All enquiries regarding Church matters should be directed to:- 
The Revd Canon Chris Oxley, The Rectory, Kilworth Road, Swinford.  

Telephone: 01788 860445; email oxleycr@btopenworld.com  
The Revd Emma Davies, The Vicarage, 5 Church Lane, Gilmorton.  

Telephone:  01455 556573; email emma.davies1@sky.com 
The Revd Jane Kennedy,, 17 Cromwell Close, Walcote.  

Telephone:  01455 554065; jane@kennedy47.orangehome.co.uk  
 

For Misterton: 
The Revd Canon Brian Davis, Telephone: 01858 431843; email Revbdavis@aol.com  
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when we remember Jesus’ death on the cross.  
There is also a short children’s service at Gilmorton 
Church at 12 Noon. 
 
Holy Saturday/Easter Eve (30 March)  
Easter Vigil at North Kilworth Church at 8pm 
This is an ancient and beautiful service during 
which we listen to passages of scripture, light the 
Easter fire and renew our baptismal vows. 

Easter Day (31 March) 
6.30am - Join us at dawn by the lake at Holly Farm, 
Willoughby Road, Ashby Magna to hear the news 
that Christ is risen, to share communion and then to 
stay for a cooked breakfast (available to purchase).   
There are later services at our churches in Kimcote, 
North Kilworth, Peatling Parva, South Kilworth, 
Gilmorton, Catthorpe, Misterton (with Shawell) 
and Swinford – see full list for details. 

LENT COURSE IN WALTON 
 

Walton Baptist Chapel will again host this year’s 5-week York course for Lent entitled ‘Glimpses of God: Hope 
for Today’s World’.  This ecumenical discussion course will be led jointly by leaders from the Baptist Chapel  

and members of the Avon Swift Clergy team. Remaining sessions are as follows: 
26th February – The Shepherd who guides and guards his people 

5th March – The Son who is the Way, Truth and Life 
12th March – The God who shares our pain 
19th March – The God who calms our fears 

 
Each session begins with coffee at 10am and will end at 11am. Each topic is introduced on CD by Dr David Hope 
(former Archbishop of York) and other leading Christian thinkers, and then there is time for general discussion.   

 
More information from: 

Gordon Herbert on 01858 880492 or Emma Davies on 01455 556573 
ALL WELCOME 
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From the Parish Registers 
 

Baptisms - we welcome into our Church Family: 
 

Saxon George Beardmore on 10th February       
at Kimcote  

 
TODDLER/PRE-SCHOOL GROUP IN SOUTH KILWORTH 
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