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'BONNES VACANCES…HAPPY HOLIDAYS!' 

 
 As a linguist, it always fascinates me how different languages so often express the different cultures and 
perceptions of their speakers….try and translate basic words for colours, and you get into all sorts of  
knots… is this brown, or is it red?...is this blue, or is it green, and how do brun, rouge, bleu and vert 
correspond to our English words and do they cover the same bits of the spectrum?  The answer is 
definitely no!!!   
 
'Vacances', the French word, carries with it all the associations of 'vacancy', 'empty space'… US English, 
with its 'vacation' carries the same resonances…'time out', 'break from routine', 'vacating'. 
 
Our good old Anglo-Saxon 'holiday' is rooted in 'holy day'…time out, breaking the routine…but for 
celebration of a (Christian) Festival.  The Western Church still has 'holidays of obligation' when we are 
encouraged to share in the celebration of the Eucharist - for example Easter Day and Ascension Day. 
 
Those who came along to our recent 'Weekend Away at Home' with Bishop Christopher said how much 
they had valued some time out, some empty space, the interruption of the normal routine in order to 
reflect on and then share in prayer. My recent 8-day silent retreat at St. Beuno's, the Jesuit Centre in 
North Wales, was a similar 'vacating' in order to have a few holy days.  We are looking forward to 
sharing another 'holy time out' at Frolesworth on Saturday 16th November: creating a break from 
routine, vacating a space in order to enjoy time with God together. 
 
Let's remember though that we don't have to go on retreats in 
order to vacate each day some space for God… Christians call it 
our 'daily quiet time'.  It might be in the morning, or any time of 
day, but many testify to the blessing and importance of that daily 
discipline of making sure there is a God-shaped space in our lives 
each day.  We are beginning to think about how some of this can 
be done together…people are beginning to enjoy and value silence 
together in worship…so watch this 'space'!!  If you would like to 
talk about how best to set up and use a daily quiet time, that's 
what the clergy team are here for, so have a word! 
 
Canon Chris Oxley 

The Five Parishes News 
 

Serving the villages of Catthorpe, Misterton/Walcote, Shawell, 
Stanford-on-Avon, and Swinford 

The copy deadline for the September issue is Thursday 15th August 
Please send news items, by the copy date, to: news@avonswift.org.uk 

 

Copies of the current and previous newsletters are also available to view online at: www.avonswift.org.uk 

What’s On - August 

7th Swinford Mothers’ Union 

8th Swinford WI  
Bitteswell visit 

10th Strawberry Fair  
Catthorpe 

11th Pet Service 
Misterton 

26th Cream Teas  
Misterton 

30th Fashion Show and Clothes 
Sale  
Walcote 
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SWINFORD SKIRTS 
 
Swinford Skirts enjoyed a relaxing round of golf at 
Ansty Golf course on Thursday 11th July. The 
course of nine holes took about an hour and a half 
to complete. The distance of the holes ranged from 
about 65 yards to 110 yards and each hole was par 
3. Get away!! The nearest anyone got was 5 shots! 
The weather was glorious and we were in short 
sleeves until the end! The winner was Catherine 
who had kindly organised the evening. Many 
thanks. A well deserved drink followed at the 
Golden Lion Easenhall. 
 
During August we are hopefully going to meet for a 
bar meal and maybe a bike ride. At the time of  
writing a date has not been confirmed but all Skirts 
will be notified by either myself or Sharon. 
 
On Thursday 5th September Skirts are going to the 
delightful Kilworth House Theatre to see  
Fascinating Aida. I still have some tickets left if 
there are any more takers, cost £28. Kilworth 
House Theatre is set in a truly stunning location. 
It's always an excellent evening. Hope you can join 
us. 
 
Julie Morris 
01788 860939 or text 07765 148335  

 
SWINFORD WI 

 
This has been quite a busy month for Swinford W.I.  
A team represented Swinford in the Avon Group 
Rose Bowl Quiz on 19th June at Theddingworth. It 
was a very enjoyable evening and a very close run 
thing. Swinford came third but there were only two 
points between 1st , 2nd and 3rd. On leaving the 
event there was the most spectacular sunset and lots 
of ladies were making the most of this photo  
opportunity. A wonderful end to a great evening. 
 
On 27th June the ladies went to see My Fair Lady 
at Kilworth House Theatre. Regrettably it rained 
but this did not detract from an excellent  
performance and everyone really enjoyed it. We are 
so lucky to have such a wonderful venue right on 
our doorstep. 
 
Our meeting on 11th July was a garden party at  
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Hazel Lilian Watson's home. It was a shared table 
supper and as usual the food was amazing, plentiful 
and very varied, liberally washed down with red or 
white wine - soft drinks were also available. The 
house and garden are tucked away and the garden 
is a real gem - just like walking into a tropical  
paradise. Each area is different from the next and 
we were shown the newest addition a 'secret  
garden' reached by a new garden doorway into a 
fully enclosed area with lush greenery cascading 
down the walls, exotic plantings, the babbling of a 
hidden water feature with steps leading down to a 
tiny paved area with a single chair and table - the  
perfect hideaway. After viewing the garden we sat 
to eat our supper with birds flying around us and all 
manner of birdsong. It was a very balmy evening, 
we were all made very welcome and no-one was in 
any hurry to leave. Another very successful  
evening. 
 
We did discuss some forthcoming events and 
names were taken for the 'Allsorts' event on  
Tuesday 24th September. This is a Taste and Try 
cookery event followed by a flower arranging 
demo at Dunton Basset at a cost of £6.00. Also on 

the following evening, Wednesday 25th September, 
there is a Fingerprints and More (Forensic Science) 
event at Leicester University which sounds most 
interesting. The cost is £5.00 and names/numbers 
will be taken nearer the time. 
 
We do not have a meeting in August but on  
8th August we shall be visiting a garden in  
Bitteswell where we shall have tea and cake fol-
lowed by a drink in the Man at Arms pub. We are to 
meet in the Village Hall car park at 6.00 pm.  
 
Linda O'Reardon 

 
STRAWBERRIES GALORE! 

 
Here at Manor Farm our soft fruit fields are a hive 
of activity....thanks to the sunshine and warm 
weather, we have lots of strawberries and other 
fruits. Our Pick Your Own is open Wednesday -  
Saturday 9.30 am until 5 pm and Sunday 10 am  
until 12 noon (The fields are closed on Mondays & 
Tuesdays). HOWEVER - if the weather stays so 
nice and warm, we are opening the fields on  
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Mondays and Tuesdays too - so we can make the 
most of it! For up to date details on opening times 
and availability just call us on 01788 869002 or see 
our Facebook page - www.facebook.com/
Manorfarmshopandtearoom 
 
Strawberry Fair 
We would like to invite you all along to our  
Strawberry Fair on Saturday 10th August. There 
will be a bouncy castle, painting with S & J Wood-
craft, a Strawberry Hunt, Church Stall, BBQ and of 
course Pick Your Own strawberries! The event will 
run from 11 am until 3 pm. 
 
British Food Fortnight Tasting Day 
We are going to be celebrating the best of British 
on Saturday 21st September as part of British Food 
Fortnight. There will be a chance to sample lots of 
delicious, British food and drinks, including pork 
pies, crisps, juices, wines, breads, yogurts, beers, 
chutneys and lots more...so put the date in your  
diary! 
 
Caroline Ellerker 
Manor Farm Shop 
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SWINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Swinford Parish Council met on Tuesday 2nd July. 
 
Playground. A meeting was held with Rupert  
Harrison. Waiting for written confirmation of the 
points discussed. 
 
Community Fund Money. The Parish Council  
ratified the following payment: 
£945.00 to the Church towards a new gate. 
The Parish Council will clarify the criteria and  
format for all future claims from the Community 
Fund - more details later. 
 
Traffic Calming. Still waiting for the Highways 
Dept to erect a post in Rugby Road. 
  
Planning. Mr B Forrar, Home Farm, Rugby Road - 
Single storey extension - Supported 
Mr A Gabrielli, The Cottages, Rugby Road - Single 
storey side extension - Supported 
 
Payments. E-On £60.20 and £88.91 
Clerks salary and expenses £224.55 
Lamley Bros £132.00 
Mark Harrold £409.20 
 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 3rd September 
7.30 pm Swinford Village Hall 
 
Jan Throop 
Parish Clerk 
janthroopspc@hotmail.com 
 

SWINFORD MOTHERS' UNION 
 
We did not have a meeting in July.  Everyone was 
off making the most of the weather.   
 
Our next meeting is a lunch at Palmers Garden 
Centre in Ullesthorpe on 7th August.  This will  
include plenty of time to look around after lunch.  
Susan Woollard and I are providing the transport 
from Swinford.  We shall be 'picking-up' at 12.00 - 
12.15 pm to be at Palmers  for 12.30 pm.   
 
See you on the 7th. 
 
Linda O'Reardon 
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Avon-Swift Group Services 
Sunday 4th August                           10th Sunday after Trinity (Proper 13)      Eccles.1:2, 12-14; 2: 18-23 
                                                                                                                           Col. 3: 1-11 
                                                                                                                           Luke 12: 13-21 
 
8.30 am      North Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Chris Oxley 
 9.30 am     Stanford on Avon         Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
10.30 am    Misterton                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Brian Davis 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Family Service                                           Rev’d Emma Davis 
11.15 am    Catthorpe                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Holy Communion (CW)                           Canon Chris Oxley 
 
 
Sunday 11th August                         11th Sunday after Trinity (Proper 14)      Gen. 15: 1-6 
                                                                                                                           Heb. 11: 1-3, 8-16 
                                                                                                                           Luke 12: 32-40 
  
8.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Jane Kennedy 
9.30 am      Swinford                       All-age worship                                         Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Family Service                                           Beth Rogers 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
4.00 pm     Misterton                      All-age Worship                                        Canon Brian Davis 
 
 
Tuesday 13th August     
 
9.30 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon Chris Oxley 
 
 
Sunday 18th August                         12th Sunday after Trinity (Proper 15)      Jer. 23: 23-29 
                                                                                                                           Heb. 11:29 – 12:2 
                                                                                                                           Luke 12: 49-56     
 
8.30 am      Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Paula Oxley 
9.30 am      North Kilworth             All-age Communion (CW)                       Rev’d Paula Oxley 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Matins (BCP)                                             Keith Wilding 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon Chris Oxley 
11.00 am    Peatling Parva              Holy Communion (BCP)                          Canon Chris Oxley 
4.00 pm     Shawell                         All-age Holy Communion (CW)              Canon Brian Davis 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Evensong                                                   Canon Chris Oxley 
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Sunday 25th August                        13th Sunday after Trinity (Proper 16)      Isaiah 58: 9b – end 
                                                                                                                           Heb. 12: 18 – end 
                                                                                                                           Luke 13: 10-17 
 
10.30 am     Stanford                        Avon Swift Group Service                       The Ministry Team 
                                                         Holy Communion (CW)         
  
 

 BCP = Book of Common Prayer (1662) – traditional language 
CW = Common Worship (2000) – contemporary language 

Morning Prayer – Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays at 9am at Swinford Church 
Evening Prayer – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at 5pm at Gilmorton Church 

 
All enquiries regarding Church matters should be directed to:- 

 
The Revd Canon Chris Oxley, The Rectory, Kilworth Road, Swinford.  

Telephone: 01788 860445; email oxleycr@btopenworld.com 
 

The Revd Emma Davies, The Vicarage, 5 Church Lane, Gilmorton.  
Telephone:  01455 556573; email emma.davies1@sky.com 

 
The Revd Jane Kennedy, 17 Cromwell Close, Walcote.  

Telephone:  01455 554065; jane@kennedy47.orangehome.co.uk  
 

For Misterton and Shawell: 
The Revd Canon Brian Davis, Telephone: 01858 431843; email revbdavis@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

From the Parish Registers 
 

Thanksgiving for Marriage - we wish every blessing on their marriage to: 
 
Lindsey and Mike Chandler                               29th June                      Gilmorton 
 

 
Funerals - we say farewell and commit to Almighty God: 

 
Catherine Ward            aged 68 years                12th July                       Ashby Magna 
Sally McCracken          aged 71 years                19th July                       Kimcote 
 

Burial of Ashes 
 
Karl and Mary Zupp                                          25th June                      Peatling Parva 
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SWINFORD WEDNESDAY CLUB 
 
Well we certainly cannot complain about the 
weather. It has been glorious.  Windows and doors 
open and 'at last' everyone is in their summer attire.  
The sunshine also seems to have an amazing effect 
on spirits and everyone is optimistic and bright. 
 
That doesn't mean that we are not still trying to put 
the world to rights. Our discussions range from the 
welfare state to family history, from pets to the 
windfarm money and from solar panels to water  
meters.  No subject is out of bounds and everyone 
has an opinion, advice or an anecdote to tell. 
 
The meetings are always lively and fully inclusive - 
so much so that at our very last meeting hardly any 
crafts were even touched as we all drank tea, kindly 
made by Eileen, and chatted the time away. 
 
On Wednesday 26th June we shared an Italian  
Chocolate Cake to mark Mary Shervington's 60th 
Wedding Anniversary. On the actual date, 27th June, 
Mary and Bernard had some quiet time together in 
Swinford Church, on the Saturday all the family 
gathered together at their home and on the Sunday 
the Songs of Praise in the marquee was dedicated to 
them.  The hymns from their Wedding Service were 
sung, they were entertained by the Choir and they 
received a lovely gift to mark the occasion.  
Congratulations to them both. 
 
Each of our meetings is a little different. The mix of 
ages is a joy,  Each generation has little tit-bits to 
pass on and we are all learning more about  
Swinford's past and how the village has evolved.  
Truly fascinating! 
 
We very much enjoy each other's company and if 
you would like to join us please do come along  
between 9.30 am and 11.30 am each Wednesday.  
We meet in the small room at the rear of the Village 
Hall. 
 
Linda O'Reardon 
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Swinford Harvest Supper 
 

Save the date! 
 

This year’s Harvest Supper will be 
held on Monday 7th October.  

 
Everyone is welcome.  

 
In aid of the church fabric fund.  

 
Look out for further details  

next month.  
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