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LEAP-DAYS AND LENTEN ANGELS 
 
During the month of February we shall enter again the season of Lent. It doesn’t seem long since we told of 
the Christmas angels and their promise of peace to all but I wonder whether you are aware of the Lenten 
angels?  Both Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus was ‘waited on’ by angels while he was in the wilderness 
(Matt. 4.11; Mark 1.13). During Lent, inspired by the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, we are urged to 
examine our faith and to turn back to God. Perhaps we may be inspired too by those angels, the messengers of 
God, and to make time to hear God’s message for us. 
 
Time is something we are often short of. In my last magazine piece I wrote about the gift of an extra hour in 
October. This month, we have the gift of a whole day – February 29th. We managed perfectly well without it 
for the last three years so we ought to be able to count it as extra time for us this year! Of course, everything 
won’t just stop on February 29th. Our routines at home and work will continue. However, we could divide up 
the time across the whole month. If we take off 8 hours for sleeping and 90 minutes for eating, that leaves us 
with 14.5 hours – and this equates (rather neatly!) to 30 minutes per day across the whole of February. 
 
It is tempting to try to fill the time with things to do - to put ever more pressure on ourselves to achieve more 
and more. In our faith life, particularly in Lent, the pressures we put on ourselves may be about feeling we 
need to deny ourselves by giving something up, or to take something extra on, and running the risk of feeling 
ever more demoralised if we fail. It can seem sometimes a lonely business, choosing and sticking to a spiritual 
discipline.  Of course, God calls us each by name, and our individual relationship with God is crucial.  
However, just as God calls us into a closer relationship with him, so he also calls us to be in relationship with 
each other.  Faith is a journey made so much more possible, more real, more rewarding when taken in the 
company of others.  
 
This Lent, Chris and I invite you to join with us in exploring our faith together in attending to God as those 
angels attended to Jesus. We encourage you to begin Lent by coming to church – on Ash Wednesday (22nd 
Feb) you can join the school services at North or South Kilworth in the morning or come to our Benefice Holy 
Communion Service at Gilmorton in the evening. There are our usual Benefice midweek times of prayer (see 
details with service schedule), and also a Lent course on Tuesday mornings at Walton Baptist Chapel. And, 
throughout Lent, you are invited to Swinford Rectory on 
Mondays at 1.30 pm (hunger lunch from 12 pm) or Gilmorton 
Vicarage on Thursdays at 7.30 pm to spend an hour or so 
together looking at the gospel reading for the Sunday 
following. No depth of theological knowledge is required at 
all! All that is needed is a desire to listen to God and to each 
other. We look forward to seeing you and to journeying with 
you.  
 
Emma Davies 

The Five Parishes News 
 

Serving the villages of Catthorpe, Misterton/Walcote, Shawell, 
Stanford-on-Avon, and Swinford 

The copy deadline for the March issue is Thursday 16th February 
Please send news items, by the copy date, to: news@avonswift.org.uk 

 
Copies of the current and previous newsletters are also available to view online at:  

www.avonswift.org.uk 

What’s On - February 

2nd Swinford Skirts 

9th Swinford WI 

10th Queen’s Jubilee Celebration Show 
ideas evening 

14th Swinford Parish Council 
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LENT 2012 
 

You are invited to share in a whole range of worship and 
times for reflection as together we prepare for the great 
celebration of Easter. 
 
Ash Wednesday Services – 22nd February 
9 am – South Kilworth Church (with South Kilworth School) 
9.15 am – North Kilworth Church (with North Kilworth 
School) 
7.30 pm – Holy Communion at Gilmorton Church 
 
Reflections on the following Sunday’s Gospel reading: 
· Emma welcomes you into her home for the opportunity to 

gather together around the Gospel reading for the 
following Sunday from 7.30 to 9 pm at Gilmorton 
Vicarage on Thursday 23rd February and every Thursday 
in March. 

· Chris invites you into his home to do just the same at 
Swinford Rectory from 1.30 to 2.30 pm on Monday 27th 
February, every Monday in March and 2nd April. 

These are informal and relaxed sessions: no degree in 
Theology is required for attendance, so just come along and 
enjoy! 
 
Bread and soup and a glass of water is all you will get if you 
come to the Hunger Lunches at Swinford Rectory from 12 to 
1.30 pm on 27th February to 2nd April inclusive. Those 
staying on after lunch for the Bible reflection (see above) 
might possibly get a cup of coffee! Bishop Christopher, the 

Assistant Bishop of Leicester, will be with us on 27th 
February. You will be able to give what you would have spent 
on a meal, or what you can afford and the money will go to 
the Christian College in Kiteto, part of our diocesan 
Tanzanian link. 
 
Lent Group at Walton Baptist Chapel 
“Handing on the Torch – Sacred Words for a Secular World” 
on Tuesday 28th February and all Tuesdays in March from 
10am-11am. Coffee/tea, an inspiring talk on CD and time for 
discussion. 
 
More information?   
Contact Chris on 01788 860445 
or Emma on 01455 556573 
 
 

SWINFORD SINGING  GROUP 
 
Anyone interested, either adult or child, in joining the 
Swinford Singing Group would be most welcome. We meet at 
All Saints Church Swinford on Thursday evenings at 6.30pm.  
  
Please contact me for further details of the group and our 
production plans for the summer. 
  
Mary Hall  
01788 860411 
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NEWS FROM MISTERTON WITH  WALCOTE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Budget and Precept 2012-2013. 
At its meeting on 1st December 2011, the Parish Council 
approved the budget for the financial year 1st April 2012 to 
31st March 2013 and set the precept at £12,731, an increase 
of 2% on the current year. Copies of the budget statement can 
be obtained from the Clerk to the Council, 
clerk@mistertonwithwalcote.org.uk, tel 014555 550127 or 
downloaded from the Council’s website at www.
mistertonwithwalcote.org.uk 
 
Support for South and West Leicestershire Citizens Advice 
Bureau. 
The Council has agreed a payment of £100 to help support the 
work of the South & West Leicestershire CAB.  
 
Retirement of the clerk 
The Council will soon be looking for a new clerk following 
the retirement of the present clerk in April of this year.  
 
The next meeting will be 1st March at 8.00 pm in Walcote 
Memorial Hall. 
The dates of future meetings and minutes of previous 
meetings can all be found on the Parish Council website at 
www.mistertonwithwalcote.org.uk 
 
Judi King 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM JANE KENNEDY 
 
The Rev'd Jane Kennedy has been part of the Ministry Team 
in Avon Swift since she was licensed as a Reader in 2002. 
However, she will not be appearing on the Service rota or in 
her usual Pastoral roles during February and March because 
she is taking a short Sabbatical, spending time in 
reflection and prayer, and also with her family. She will be at 
home, and no 
doubt seen around, but not at work! 
 
Jane Kennedy 
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NEWS FROM SWINFORD SCHOOL 
 
We are now back in the swing of school after the Christmas 
break, and already looking forward to half term during the 
week of 13th-17th February. It is a busy term, with lots of 
after school clubs taking place including football, 
cheerleading, science, cooking and singing. All of these are 
proving very popular with the children, and cheerleading and 
singing performances are planned.   
 
The children are working extremely hard and we have some 
interesting and diverse topics to focus on this term including 
China, the Tudors, and the Romans. It is also very busy on the 
sporting front. We have a swimming gala later this term, a 
cross-country event against other South Leicestershire schools 
coming up and football matches arranged. Our own cross 
country afternoon will also take place this term, with every 
child in the school taking part, come rain or shine!   
 
We also want to make our local community aware of the 
excellent results the school achieved in last year’s school 
assessments, with the recent publication of the school 'league 
tables'. Schools are judged in several different ways but the 
main one is the percentage of children who achieve 'level 4' 
for both Literacy and Numeracy. We scored 91% which put us 
34 out of the 259 schools in Leicestershire and well above the 
National and Leicestershire score of 74%. We are very 
pleased and proud of this attainment and all the information is 
available on the Department for Education website, should 
you wish to see more. 

 
ALL  SAINTS’ CHURCH SWINFORD 
WEDNESDAY MORNING GROUP 

 
 
The Wednesday Morning group is a get together 
of sociable people who meet in Swinford Village 
Hall every Wednesday morning between 9.30 
and 11.30am. 
 
The group offers a choice of board games and a 
variety of craft work that we shall be selling at a 
summer garden party at Swinford Vicarage to be 
held on Saturday June 23rd. Alternatively, you 
could just come for a coffee and a natter – men 
included.  
 
There is no membership fee but we do charge £1 
per week to cover the cost of Village Hall hire. 
 
Why not come and join us for a sociable 2 hours 
on Wednesday mornings? 
 
Janet Woodcock 
Churchwarden 
All Saints’ Church, Swinford 
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As ever, if you have pre-school children and you would like 
to come and visit us, we would love to meet you and show 
you our school. Please call to make an appointment. 
 
Cath Allison, Head Teacher 
Tel: 01788 860404 
Email: admin@swinford.leics.sch.uk 
Website: www.swinford.leics.sch.uk 

 
TREAT MUM THIS MOTHERS DAY 

 
We're now taking bookings for Mothers Day (18th March). 
We'll be serving our popular traditional roast lunch with a 
choice of delicious home made starters and puddings to 
choose from. For more details or to book, please phone 01788 
869002. 
 
Our free arts and crafts workshop is still running every 
Thursday 10.30-12.30, with different activities each week for 
children of all ages. Why not come along and treat yourself to 
lunch too? 
 
Finally, don't forget Valentines Day - we have lots of gifts and 
treats to choose from and Gail in the Pink Peony next door 
will have a wide choice of plants, bouquets and roses for that 
special someone. 
 
Caroline Ellerker 
Manor Farm Shop 
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Avon-Swift Group Services 
Sunday 5th February                      The Third Sunday before Lent (Green)     Isaiah 40.21-31 
                                                                                                                           1 Corinthians 9.16-23 
                                                                                                                           Mark 1.29-39         
 
8.30 am      North Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am      Stanford on Avon         Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies 
11.15 am    Catthorpe                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
11.15 am    Misterton                      Morning Prayer                                         Keith Wilding 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Evensong                                                   Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
                                                        no sermon; optional Bible reflection following service 
 
Sunday 12th February                    The Second Sunday before Lent (Green)  Proverbs 8.1, 22-31 
                                                                                                                           Colossians 1.15-20 
                                                                                                                           John 1.1-14           
 
8.30 am      Kimcote                        Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      Ashby Magna               Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Family Service                                           Beth Rogers 
11.00 am    Gilmorton                     Family Service                                           Lavinia Moyes /  
                                                                                                                           Angela Welburn 
11.15 am    Misterton                      Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon John Randall 
6.00 pm     Peatling Parva              Evensong                                                   Keith Wilding 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Tuesday 15th February            
 
9.30 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
 
Sunday 19th February                    The Sunday next before Lent (Green)       2 Kings 2.1-12 
                                                                                                                           2 Corinthians 4.3-6 
                                                                                                                           Mark 9.2-9  
 
8.30 am      Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
9.30 am      North Kilworth             Village Communion (CW)                       Rev’d Emma Davies 
9.30 am      Kimcote                        Matins                                                        Keith Wilding 
9.45 am      South Kilworth             Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
10.30 am    Catthorpe                      Village Service                                          Judith Smith 
11.15 am    Shawell                         Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
11.00 am    Peatling Parva              Holy Communion (BCP)                          Rev’d Emma Davies 
6.00 pm     Swinford                       Evensong                                                   Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
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Wednesday 22nd February             Ash Wednesday (Purple)        
                              
9.00 am      South Kilworth             Ash Wednesday Service                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
(with South Kilworth school)         with imposition of ashes 
9.15 am       North Kilworth             Ash Wednesday Service                           Rev’d Emma Davies  
(with North Kilworth school)         with imposition of ashes 
7.30 pm      Gilmorton                     Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
                                                         with imposition of ashes                           Rev’d Emma Davies  
 
Sunday 26th February                    1st Sunday of Lent (Purple)                      Genesis 9.8-17 
                                                                                                                           1 Peter 3.18-22 
                                                                                                                           Mark 1.9-15 
 
10.30 am     North Kilworth             Avon Swift Group Service                       Rev’d Canon Chris Oxley 
                                                         Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies    
                                                         Preacher: The Rev’d Paula Oxley 
 
Tuesday 28th February            
 
2.45 pm      North Kilworth             Holy Communion (CW)                           Rev’d Emma Davies  
(with school students) 
 
BCP = Book of Common Prayer (1662) – traditional language 
CW = Common Worship (2000) – contemporary language 
 
Morning Prayer – Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays at 9am at Swinford Church 
Evening Prayer – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at 5pm at Gilmorton Church 
Time for quiet prayer – Wednesdays, 7pm – 7.30pm at Misterton Church 
 

 
All enquiries regarding Church matters should be directed to:- 

 
         Revd Canon Chris Oxley, The Rectory, Kilworth Road, Swinford                   01788 860445 
         Revd Emma Davies, The Vicarage, 5 Church Lane, Gilmorton.                      01455 556573 
          

 
From the Parish Registers 

 
Baptism: We welcome into our Church Family:  

 
Alexander Simon Dennis Holyoak                              20th November                      Misterton  
 

Funerals: We say farewell and commit to Almighty God: 
 
John David Berry                   5th December                                                               Misterton 
Stephen Baden Fuller             29th December              49 years                                  Gilmorton  
Margot Moss                          16th January                  85 years                                  (of Ashby Magna)  
Barbara Holland                     17th January                  69 years                                  Gilmorton  
Joyce (Jock) Charlton            19th January                  97 years                                  Kimcote 
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QUEEN'S JUBILEE  CELEBRATION SHOW 
  
We are starting to put together a show celebrating the period 
of the Queen’s accession to the throne in 1952 and her 
coronation in 1953. This will be in Swinford Village Hall 31st 
May to 2nd June. It will take the form of a review with 
stories, news, trivia, songs and sketches reflecting the early 
1950s and the new 'Elizabethan Age' as it was heralded at the 
time. It will have a street party atmosphere with bunting and 
cake and hopefully include a fancy dress competition. 
 
Would you like to take part and be involved?  
Can you sing a song from the period, (on your own or with 
others) or tell a story?  
Could you be part of a short, light-hearted sketch or 
demonstrate the dance crazes and music of the time? 
 
Please come along with any ideas you have to help and join 
our tribute to the Queen, to Swinford Village Hall on Friday 
10th February at 7.30 pm. 
 
Margaret Bevin 
S.O.D.S. 

 
SWINFORD 2000 UPDATE  

 
We hope you are all back in the swing of things and ready for 
2012! The Swinford 2000 committee are very excited about 
the New Year and are looking forward to planning events that 
will bring the community together. A meeting will be held in 
February to look at new ideas and put dates in the diary for 
the Party on the Green and Christmas Fayre. 
 
DONATE UNWANTED CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
If you have unwanted or duplicate Christmas presents you 
could donate them to S2000! With running at least two events 
during the year, we are always looking for raffle and tombola 
prizes. Please take any donations you may have to the 
Chequers in Swinford who will be happy to pass them along. 
 
In addition to the acknowledgements in last month’s article, 
S2000 would like to thank Gordon Paul who kindly organised 
members of the Lutterworth Town Band and Rick Taylor, 
Alan Searle and Dave Hurst for Santa’s sleigh. Both the band 
and sleigh were of vital importance to the success of the 
Christmas Fayre! 
 
Just a reminder that the Community Bus is still running and 
available for hire, all trips can be booked by contacting the 
booking line on 07909 985036. We are always willing to 
accommodate your requirements where possible so please let 
us know any special requests that you may have. 
 
As ever, if you have any feedback at all please contact a 
member of the committee (Andy Emery, Brian Priest, Gary 
Sewell, Guy Rogerson, Helen Griffiths, Martin Wright, 
Monika Millington, Rik Briars, Tracey Hampson or myself) 
or e-mail us at Swinford2000@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
Tina Briars 
S2000 Secretary 
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SWINFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Swinford Parish Council met on the 13th December and 10th 
January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
  
Notes from the first meeting: 
The Parish Council supported an application for Planning 
Permission for Mr and Mrs Lamzed Short. 
  
It is felt that dog mess is still a big problem in Swinford and 
the PC are to approach the Council again to see if the Dog 
Warden can pay us another visit. Again another reminder to 
all to please clean up after your dogs. It has been particularly 
bad around the footpaths leading up to the school. 
  
Leicestershire County Council are going to be replacing the 
missing sign on North Street in early January. 
  
The 20mph speed zone is now up and running. 
  
The following payments were approved : 
  
Eon £59.06 
Eon £86.10 
Village Hall hire £91.00 
  
Notes from the second meeting: 
The sign in North Street is still missing, the PC will chase this 
up with Highways again. 
  

Dog fouling is still a big problem in the village, the dog 
warden is going to be out in the area but is asking that if 
anyone sees anybody not clearing up after their dog, they 
should be reported. Please call the hotline on 01858 821005 
or alternatively email on enforcement@harborough.gov.uk 
All information will be treated in the strictest of confidence. 
  
Mary Hall pointed out that the pavements in Chapel Fields are 
in a bad state of repair  after recent painting with tarmac 
slurry. The Parish Council are to contact the council regarding 
this. 
  
The Parish Council have received several calls of concern 
regarding the roof to the barn at Home Farm in Swinford, and 
Harborough  Council were contacted over the Christmas 
period regarding this. The owners were asked by the Council 
to place some further strapping on the roof as soon as possible 
as an extra safety precaution. 
  
Payments were approved for the clerks salary and expenses of 
£575.32 and Eon of £59.06. 
  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on the 14th 
February at an earlier time of 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 
  
If anybody has an items they wish to raise they can contact 
the clerk Tracey Wagstaffe on 01788 860956 or alternatively 
email on twagstaffe@btinternet.com 
   
Tracey Wagstaffe 
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CATTHORPE CHRISTMAS REVIEW 

  
Both our candlelit carol service and Christmas morning 
service were very well attended. It was good to see so many 
people down tools and get together. 
  
The village carol singing was a very enjoyable evening and 
we didn't feel the cold at all after sampling the mulled wine 
on offer as we knocked on doors. Thank you to all (those who 
were in) for contributing to the £122 raised. Half of this will 
be sent to cancer research. 
  
We were delighted to see our 'Grand Christmas Draw' raise 
£2000. A wonderful start towards the necessary repairs to the 
church. Many thanks to Susan Grindal for organising this 
event, Sue at the Cherry tree for the refreshments and all who 
took part. 
 
Best wishes to all for 2012 from Catthorpe PCC. 
 
Christine Jones  
(Churchwarden) 

 
SWINFORD SKIRTS 

 
Swinford Skirts had an enjoyable and productive evening at 
the Chequers pub on Thursday 12th January. There was a 
great turnout and also a couple of new faces. In summary, 
2012 looks to have a great schedule starting with Zumba 
tuition and homemade chilli in Swinford Village Hall on 
Thursday 2nd February. Cost £10. Please contact either 
myself or Helen on 01788 869140 to book your place.  
 
During March we are hopefully 'Blind Tasting' with Eilleen 
Burd - a guaranteed brilliant evening with Eilleen. 
Subsequent meetings are: Go Karting, Bike Ride, Theatre trip, 
skittles evening, trip to London, game of rounders, punting at 
Cambridge. Skirts is a great way to meet people in the 
Village. Most of us have school age children and several have 
babies. So leave your partners at home in charge and come 
and make new acquaintances!  
 
Hope you can join us in 2012. 
 
Julie Morris  
 

ALL  SAINTS’ CHURCH SWINFORD 
WEDNESDAY MORNING GROUP 

 
Are you having a January clear out? Do you have any old 
clothes made of light weight materials, or oddments of wool, 
or sewing cotton, or indeed any craft material you want to go 
to a good home? 
 
All donations can be left with either with: 
Janet Woodcock                               Linda O’Reardon 
Holly Cottage                                   12, Chapel Fields 
Kilworth Road                                 Swinford 
Swinford 
Tel: 01788 860480 
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SWINFORD WI 
 
Well ‘Swinford Remembered’ did not disappoint. Mary 
Shervington has such a wealth of information going back 
many years, she has grown up and lived in Swinford all her 
life, so no wonder she had so many memories. It was good to 
see so many visitors joining with our members on the 
evening, to listen and look at the slides from times past in 
Swinford. As a relative ‘newcomer’ to Swinford, it gave me 
an insight into the closely knit community that has continued 
over the years. I think we all agreed it was a very good 
evening. Could I say a very big thank you to all those people 
who helped Mary during her research. 
 
Next month our meeting will take place on Thursday 9th 
February in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm and we have invited 
Terry Durnin from Gilmorton to come and tell us about Bat 
Conservation. We look forward to seeing lots of visitors! 
 
Gwen Kelly 01788 860637 
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